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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The object of this little Volume is to 
furnish, in illustration of the subjects 
chosen by the artist, a succinct, but yet 
continuous History, embracing all the 
most important events recorded in the 
Old and New Testament. This has been 
done in simple language, and indeed as 
much as possible in the very words of the 
Sacred Scriptures themselves. 

It is presumed, that the delineations 
which are here presented may be the 
means of exciting, in the mind of the 
juvenile reader in particular, a desire for 
a more extensive and more intimate ac- 
quaintance with the conteiils oiXJcv^^^vsi^.^ 
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Volume. In this hope, the Work is most 
earnestly recommended to parents, heads 
of families, and the conductors of schools 
in general, as a suitable Birth-day present, 
or as a prize-book for pupils who may be 
entitled to such distinction. 
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The rail of Man . 



THE BIBLE ILLUSTRATED, 

ETC. 



I^THE CREATION AND THE FALL 

OF MAN. 

There was originally nothing but God alone: 
He, who was before all things, and who ever 
will be, produced by his almighty power every 
thing that exists. 

Li the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth. The earth was without form and void, 
and thick darkness rested on the waters by which 
it was covered. God then willed that there should 
be light, and there was light. The light was again 
followed by darkness; and thus began the succes- 
sion of day and night. 

God said, '^ Let there be a space between tlie 
waters, and let it divide the waters from the. 
waters;** and the vapours itom i^v^ ^^\sst ^>^ 

B 
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which the earth was covered rose high into the 
air, and composed clouds. The firmament or 
the sky was also formed. 

The earth was still covered with water. By 
means of violent earthquakes, portions of the 
earth were raised above the water ; and the 
surface of the earth was broken into heights 
and depths. The mass of waters collected in 
the latter. Thus, at the command of God, arose 
land and sea, rivulets and rivers, ponds and 
lakes. At his word, herbs and plants, shrubs 
and trees, sprang forth from the earth, and the 
ground was clothed with an agreeable verdure. 

God then created the sun, the moon, and the 
numberless stars, that the vegetable productions 
might thrive by means of light and heat. To 
each of these bodies he appointed its place and 
its motion. Thus arose day and night, and the 
year, with its four seasons. 

There was still no living creature upon the 
earth. God then created the fishes, great and 
small, that are in the waters, and birds of all 
kinds animated the air. 

Upon the dry land there was yet not any 
Jiving being. Then God said, '^ Let the earth 
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luring forth, every kind of living creature, cattle, 
9Qd creeping thing, and beast of the earth/' 
At last man was created and placed on the 
earth, so wisely and so beneficently adapted to 
supply his wants and to minister to his plea- 
sures. 

Thus did God in six days, or periods of time, 
complete his creation, which, as the work of an 
almighty, all-wise, and all-gracious Being, dis- 
plays to our view its wonders and its magnifi- 
Qence 

Yes, O God ! it is thou, and thou alone, who 
tiast created the. heavens and all the worlds 
yrhich revolve in t^em, the earth and all that 
it contains, the seas, and all living creatures, 
fhe heavens bow down before thee, and the 
earth worshippeth thee. 



God said, '^ Let us create man afler our own 
likeness, that he may have dominion over the 
fishes of the sea, and over the fowls of the air, 
and over the creatures upon the earth, and over 
all that liveth upon it." 
, And he made man of clay, and breathed into 
\^u^ .the . breath of life^ and man. becai&ft ^ Vnv&% 
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being, suitable to the planet upon which he was 
to dwell, base in his origin, great in his destina- 
tion, a wonderful work in his parts, not only for 
their ingenious construction, but also for the 
functions which they are capable of performing; 
a being animated by an immortal spirit, which 
thinks, and wills, and gives motion to the body. 

This spirit in man, this soul, is the image of 
God, who is the all-perfect spirit, the supreme 
intelligence, the most righteous will. 

The first man was named Adam. The al- 
mighty and most gracious God made him 
master of the earthly creation. He shewed to 
him all created things ; he caused the animals 
to appear before him, and gave him dominion 
over them all, and authority to use them for his 
wants, his convenience, and his pleasures. 

Man indeed far surpasses in power, qualifica- 
tions, and faculties, all tlie brute animals, which 
are guided by instinct only ; whereas he has un- 
derstanding, reason, and free vnll to act agree- 
ably to conviction, and to aspire to the perfecting 
of his moral worth. 

Man alone has a knowledge of his Creator and 
Preserver, and is sensible of the magnitude of 
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ij^ benefits which he has received and is con- 
tinually receiving from him. He stands up- 
right, v^ith head raised towards heaven, to shew 
that his desires are fixed on things above, and 
that he was created for a higher destination than 
this earthly life alone. Which way soever he 
looks, he discovers the omnipotence, the wis- 
dom, and the goodness of God, and is filled 
with reverence, love, and gratitude towards the 
incomprehensible Creator, in whom he lives, 
and moves, and has his being. 



God said : '^ It is not good that the man 
should be alone, I will make a helpmate suit- 
fible for him;" — for Adam found among all 
created things none that was like himself, and 
endowed with the same qualities of soul and 
body which he possessed. 

Then God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
Adam, and he took one of his ribs, and while 
Adam slept he formed by his almighty will 
another human body, and gave to it a rational 
foul. 

God brought the woman to Adam, and he 
iras delighted with bis canr^osiou* ^^ ^^^ 
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her the name of Eve^ which signifies (he liSsl 
giving, because she was the mother of the whole 
human race. 

Thus did God institute marriage, and caus^ 
all mankind to spring from the same flesh and 
blood. Adam was happy in the society of hid 
wife ; for she could participate in his sentiments, 
his feelings, and his wishes : both were capable 
of enjoying the delights of the creation/ and they 
were united by cordial love. 

Such should be the spirit pervading all mai^ 
riages. The heart must choose, and reason 
counsel and decide. Blind passion misleads; 
s^4nterest destroys the happiness of matri* 
mony; but the felicity of the marriage states 
founded on mutual esteem is permanent^ and 
though it may be disturbed by events b^ond 
our control, it can never be destroyed* The^ 
ardours of love settle into friendship between 
man and wife, which bears with mutual infii^ 
mities, and seeks to promote reciprocal happi- 
ness. The enjoyments of marriage are exqui^ 
site, when it is contracted with a pure purpo^>' 
when it binds two hearts and souls devoted 'to 
Ood and animated with simWat d\s^^cff!A «.tL€t 
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sentiments, and when the Almighty blesses it 
with children in whom the mutual affection and 
good qualities of the parents are reflected. 



God had created the first pair in a state of 
innocence, and placed them in Paradise, a de- 
lightful garden, the trees of which furnished a 
profiision of every kind of fruit. 

God said to Adam : ** Of every tree in the 
garden thou mayest freely eat ; but of the fruit 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
thou shah not eat; so soon as thou eatest of 
it thou shalt become liable to death." 

Adam and Eve approached the tree which 
bore the forbidden fruit ; and the voice of the 
tempter spake to them through a serpent, say- 
ing: " Hath God actually forbidden you to eat 
of the fruit of this tree V* 

Eve answered : " We may eat of all the fruits 
of Paradise ; but of the fruit of the tree which is 
in the midst of the garden, God hath forbidden 
us to eat ; if we eat of it we shall die." 

" No," replied the seducer, " ye shall not die 5 
on the contrary, ye shall be enabled, by eating 
the fruit, to distinguish good fioia cs'A\ ^^s^ 
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eyea shall be op^ed, so that ye shall know as 
inuch as God/' 

Then Eve could not resist the impulse of 
curiosity and desire; she tarried by the tree, 
looked with longing at its beautiful fruit, 
plucked and ate of it, and gave unto her hus- 
band, and he also did eat. 

The first sin v^as committed, and a great 
change took place in Adam and Eve. They 
immediately knew that what they had done was 
not good, but evil. Their souls were filled with 
shame, and fear, and repentance ; they were 
ashamed of themselves, they were afraid of 
God ; they looked up no longer with childlike 
confidence to him, their father and creator; 
they sought, as sinners, to conceal themselves 
firom him ; they hid amoug thick bushes, think- 
ing that they should there be safe from punish- 
ment ; nay, they were ashamed of their naked- 
ness, and made themselves aprons of the leaves 
of trees. 

Thus doth it fare with us when we have been 
guilty of sin. Shame and remorse succeed. How 
happily might we pass our lives ! But the de- 
sires of our own hearts and temptation lead us into. 



CREATION AND FALL OF MAN. 9 

evil, and become the sources of our misery. We 
ought^ therefore^ to resist sinful desires, and to 
avoid opportunities for evil. Bad company 
gives birth to evil desires, and these to sin. 



B!i 
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II.— ADAM AND EVE DRIVEN OUT OF 

PARADISE. 

The state of the first pair was totally changed by 
sin. They felt that they were no longer the in- 
nocenty happy creatures they had formerly been ; 
they considered themselves as criminals^ who, 
by their disobedience to God, had plunged them- 
selves into profound misery. They fled from 
God, with whom, before they sinned, they bad 
held fearless converse. 

Then God called to Adam, and said : '^ Where 
art thou Y' 

Adam replied : ^' I heard thy voice, and I was 
afraid." 

And God said : '^ Thou wast afraid, because 
thou hast eaten of the forbidden fruit." 

Adam answered : '^ The woman gave me of 
the fruit of the tree;" and Eve said: "The 
serpent beguiled me.'* Thus, one threw the 
blame upon the other ; the man upon the wo- 
man, the woman upon the serpent. 

God deemed them ail ^\\t^) ^xid ^uiiUhed 




A&Biti fbEve driven out of Paradii 
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them. The serpent he condemned to creep upon 
his belly and to live upon the earth. " And 
because thou hast done thi^," said God to the 
tempter, " thou shalt be accursed above all liv- 
ing creatures." 

To Eve he said : ** Now shalt thou bear child- 
ren with pain, and with sorrow shalt thou bring 
them up. Thy husband shall rule over thee, and 
thou shalt be subject to him." 

Unto Adam God said : ^* Because thou hast 
eaten of the forbidden fruit, in the sweat of thy 
brow shalt thou eat bread, till thou return to the 
ground out of which thou wast taken : for dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." 

God suffered not the sinners to dwell any 
longer in Paradise. Amid thunder and light- 
ning, they were dhven out of it into a barren 
country, producing nought save thorns and 
thistles, that they might have the labour of till- 
ing it. They felt with pain and remorse how 
much worse their situation had become through 
sin, and no hope cheered their prospects of 
futurity. 

fiut the most merciful God took compassion 
on the repentant transgressois, ^xA \»\.q\£L^&%^n.^ 
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send them a Redeemer, who BhotQd deliver the 
human race finom the bondage of sin. 

The &11 of the first pair should render us 
cautious to avoid sin and all temptations. Let 
us bear in mind that God is ever present with us, 
and this conviction will serve to restrain us from 
evil. If, however, we have heedlessly swerved 
from the path of virtue, let us lose no time in 
retracing our steps, and strive to amend the fault 
which we have committed, that we may obtain 
forgivepess for it from God. 
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III. -.THE DEATH OF ABEL. 

The progenitors of mankind had two sons bora 
to them, Cain an<) Abel, and several daughters ; 
but these carried about them the effects of the. 
first transgression— a frail, mortal body, and a 
propensity to evil. 

The two sons were very unlike each other. 
Cain, the elder, was rough, morose, and discon- 
tented; Abel, the younger, was gentle, duttfol, 
and affectionate. 

Cain employed himself in; the cultivation of 
the ground, and Abel kept sheep. From their 
father, Adam, they learned the pious custom of 
offering sacrifice to God, out of the produce of 
the abiltind of the flock. 

Accordingly, at the expiration of the first year, 
Cain brought an. offering unto God of the fruit 
of the ground ; and Abel also offered the finest, 
and fattest lamb of his flock. 

God graciously accepted Abel's offering, be- 
cause it was brought with sincere gratitude ; but ; 
he was displeased with Cain's sacrifiic^) \Q«^%Nffi& . 
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it was offered without devotion, without thank- 
fulness to God, merely because he had seen his 
&ther make similar ofierings. 

Cain was angry because Abel's offering was 
well pleasing unto God. He went sullenly about, 
his countenance fell, and he brooded over evil 
against his brother, whom he envied the favour 
of God. 

He enticed his unsuspecting brother into the 
fields fell furiously upon him, and slew him with 
the branch of a tree. 

The judgment of God overtook the sinner. A- 
voice cried : " Where is thy brother?'' 

Cain answered: ^' I know not; am I my 
brother's keeper ?" 

God rejoined : " What hast thou done ? Thy 
brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground. 
The soil which thou hast stained with thy bro- 
ther's blood curseth thee : thorns and briars only 
shall it henceforth yield unto thee ; and a fugi- 
tive and a vagabond shalt thou be upon the' 
earth." 

Cain then knew how grievously he had sinned^ 
and cried out in despair : ** My sin is^ great' 
ihstt I dare not hope to be forgiven !" 
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He fled far away from the abode of his parents, 
into forests and uninhabited countries^ for fear 
some one might kill him. 

The hearts of the unhappy parents were rent 
at the sight of the corpse of their murdered son, 
and tliey could not be comforted for his loss:^ 
Then God gave them another son, who was duti-J 
fill and pious. They called him Seth. 

Worship God with a devout and upright heart,' 
like Abel; and serve him not to outward appear- 
ance only, like Cain. Beware of envy and ma- 
lice, which lead to the most heinous crimes. 
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IV. —NOAH'S SACRIFICE AFTER THE 

DELUGE. 

Adam and Eve lived to a very great age. Their 
posterity spread themselves hr over the earth. 
The descendants of Seth were virtuous, and they 
were called the children of God. The posterity 
of Cain were wicked ; just as a bad tree can 
never bring forth good fruit. 

As long as the Sethites lived by themselves,^ 
they continued to fear Grod ; but when, in pro- 
cess of time, they began to have intercourse with 
the descendants of Cain^ and even to intermarry 
with them, they were seduced by them into evil, 
and became as wicked as themselves. 

The depravity of men was great and general 
. in the earth, and they disregarded both the reve- 
lations of God and the voice of reason and con- 
science. 

One only of Seth's descendants continued to 
walk in the ways of God : his name was Noah. 
And God commanded this his pious servant to 
proclaim to men, that he would destroy them by 
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V— hosfitality: of Abraham 

BxGHV persons, Noah, his three sons^^and their 
wiTes, were preserved from the deluge. From 
him are descended all the nations on the face 
of tlw eatrtb, over which his posterity, as its 
muttbers considerably increased, gradually ex- 
tended themselves. 

Belbre they separated, they resolved to build 
ift the plain of Shinar a lofty tower, to serve 
them for a place of rendezvous. But God con« 
founded their language, so that they could not 
understand one another, whence the tower was 
called Babd, which signifies confusion : and 
frOm tins place did God scatter them abroad 
upon the face of all the earth. 

In consequence of this event, the knowledge 
and worship of the true God were lost among 
many of the descendants of Noah, and idolatry 
was introduced in their stead. Even the pos- 
terity of Shem fell into this error ; and that 
idolatry might not extend itself still fuither^ God' 
chose Ai>iBham, a pious and righteous maa^ ta 
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preserve aod to spread the knowledge and wofship 
of the true God. He commanded him to quit 
Mesopotamia, -where idolatry prevailed, with all 
his kindred ; to remove vnih. Lot, his brother's 
son, to Canaan, and to take his flocks and his 
servants along with him. 

Abraham obeyed the commands of God ; but 
the pasturage soon became insufficient for the 
support of his and Lot*s cattle, and strife ensued 
between their herdsmen. 

By Abraham's advice, therefore. Lot parted 
from him, and journeyed to the rich plain of tlie 
Jordan, near the city of Sodom. 

Abraham had no son. This circumstance 
grieved him, and he complained of it to God in 
prayer. The Lord told him in a vision that his 
posterity should increase, and become like the 
stars in heaven; for his vnfe Sarah, who was 
then ninety years old, should bear a son. 

This promise had remained long unfulfilled, 
when, one hot summer day, Abraham saw three 
strangers (they were angels) passing by his tenK 
He ran to meet them, invited them in, and en<« 
tertained them courteously with the best that he 
Gould set before them. During the repas^ tbo 
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principal of the travellers said, ** By this day 
twelvemonth Sarah shall have a son." 

SiEurah stood at the door of the tent and smiled.' 
The stranger repeated the assurance, adding, 
** For God nothing is too hard to accomplish." 

Ahraham, after he had hospitably entertained 
the strangers, accompanied them some distance 
on their way. He learned from them that So- 
dom and Gomorrah, in the neighbourhood of 
which the pious Lot dwelt, were to be con- 
sumed by fire, on account of the wickedness 
of their inhabitants, since not even ten righteous 
persons were to be found in both cities. 

Lot was saved, with his family. The spot 
wbere the two cities stood is now the Dead Sea. 

The prophecy respecting Sarah was fulfilled : 
she bore a son, whom she called Isaac. 
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VI.— ABRAHAM'S OBEDIENCE IN. THE 
SACRIFICE OF HIS SON. 

Abraham's faith was put to a severe trial. 
Odo evening, while he was at prayer, God com- 
manded him to offer up his only beloved son, 
Isaac, for a burnt-offering. 

This was a hard injunction, but Abraham 
was accustomed to obey in every point the com 
mands of God. He rose early in the moming, 
cleaved the wood for the burnt-offering,. loaded 
the beasts of burden with it, awoke Isaac, and 
went with him and two seivants to the mQuqtaia 
upon which he was to sacrifice his son to the 
Almighty. 

"When they had arrived at the foot of it, he 
laid the wood upon the back of his son, directed 
the servants to tarry behind, and ascended with 
Isaac to the top of the mountain. Having 
reached the spot, Abraham took the wood from 
the back of Isaac, built an altar of stones, placed 
the wood upon it, and revealed to his beloved 
son the dreadful secret, that he was destined to 
be the victim. 




Abraham's Obedience . 
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Isaac had learned from his father to comply 
in all things with the will of God. Ready to 
yield up his life, he quietly suffered himself 
to be bound and laid on the altar upon . the 
wood. 

Abraham had, with trembling hand, already 
raised the knife to inflict the fetal blow on his 
darling child. At this moment an angel, sent 
by God, called unto him, and said : " Abraham, 
hold thy hand, and spare the boy ! God hath 
but tried thee, to see whether thou lovest Him 
more than thy only son " 

Abraham rejoiced exceedmgly, and it seemed 
as though his son had been given to him a second 
time by God. 

He wished to make a thank-offering unto God, 
but where was he to find one in that solitary 
place? Looking round about, he saw a ram, 
which bad -straggled from the distant flock, and 
was caught in a thicket by his horns. Abraham 
took the ram and offered him up for a burnt- 
offering unto God. 

God was well pleased with the gratitude of 
the pious patriarch, and he said to him : ^* I will 
fulfil what I have promised in regard to thy 
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son. I will bless thee, and I will multiply thy 
seed as the stars in heaven, and as the sand 
upon the sea-shore; and in thy posterity shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed." 



"i>' 
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VII REBECCA IS CHOSEN TO BE THE 

WIFE OF ISAAC. 

SaratH was dead, and Isaac had already num- 
bered forty years. Abraham wished to see hi^ 
son mairied; but, in the land of Canaan, where 
Abraham then resided;^ virtuous damsels were 
extreo&ely rare. He therefore sent Eleazer, 
the eldest, servant of his house, to the city of 
Haran, in Mesopotamia, where Abraham was 
bom, and where his kindred dwelt, to choose a 
bride for his son Isaac. 

Eleazer loaded several camels with provisions, 
took wilSi him presents for the bride and her 
paroits, and journeyed into Mesopotamia. He 
was extremely apprehensive lest he should not 
find such a bride as his master desired. 

After a long journey Eleazer arrived in the 
evening at the city of Haran. He rested near 
a well, firom which the maidens of the city were 
accu^med to fetch water. Here he purposed 
to choose from among them ; and he prayed to 
Crod to assist him in making a proper choice. 

c 
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yiU.— ISAAC BLESSES HIS YOUNOER 
SON JACOB, INSTEAD OF ESAU, THJP 
ELDER. 

Twenty years after Isaac had married Rebecca, 
sh^ brpugbt forth twins, Esau and Jacob. Tbesis 
twin brothers differed as much in person as iu 
disposition. Esau was hairy all over, and rough 
in. his manners, aiid he roved through the forests 
and the fields ; for his employment was hunting. 
He was the favourite of his father. 

The mother preferred Jacob, who was mild 
and quiet, fond of domestic *occupations, and a 
keeper of cattle. 

Esau, on his return from hunting, frequently 
brought home venison for his fether, which he 
dressed in a peculiar manner to please the old 
man's palate. 

Isaac became blind With age, and felt that his 
end was approaching. He purposed to bestow 
his blessing on Esau, his first-bom, before he 
died, and directed him to go out into the forest 
to procure some venison, and to make him a 
savoury dish such as he loved. 
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Now Rebecca, his mother, was desirous that 
Jacob, her favourite, should be blessed by his 
father, and she sought to deceive her sightless 
husband. Esau had already given up his birth- 
right to Jacob for a mess of pottage. The mo- 
ther directed Jacob to bring a kid from the 
filock, that she might cook the flesh of it for his 
father in the manner of venison ; while the skin 
would serve to cover Jacob's hands, that his 
father, when he felt them, might mistake him for 
Esau. 

And when she had prepared the savoury meat, 
she made Jacob carry it to his father, and imitate 
the voice of Esau, that he might obtain his fap 
ther's blessing. 

At first, the softer voice of Jacob caused the 
blind father to doubt whether it was the rough 
hands of his elder son that he had touched. His 
doubts were at length removed. Isaac sat up 
in his bed, kissed Jacob, and blessed him, 
saying : '* God give thee of the dew of heaven, 
and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of com 
and wine : thou shalt be lord over thy brethren, 
and they shall be thy servants.'' 

Jacob had scarcely gone, oveijo^ed^ fewsx ^%. 

c2 



30 ISAAC BLESSES JACOB; 

presence of his fether, before Esau came with 
the venison which he had cooked for him, and 
solicited his blessing. Isaac was now aware 
that he had been deceived by Rebecca and 
Jacoby and related to Esau what had happened. 
Esau began to weep and utter bitter cries, and, ' 
in the violence of his rage, he swore to be re* 
venged on his mother and brother. 

Rebecca sought to secure Jacob from the 
anger of Esau by persuading Isaac to send her 
favourite son to her kindred at Haran, in Me- 
sopotamia, where he might choose himself a 
wife from among the daughters of her bipther, 
J^ban. His father dismissed him with hit 
blessing. 
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IX.^-^ACOB'S DREAM ON HIS JOURNEY 

TO HARAN. 

Jacob took with Jbim a store of provisioDS and 
oil to strengthen his limbs, and set out sorrow- 
iqjiiy on his journey. Ni^ overtook him in an 
uiiiphabited country, and he was obliged to lie 
down to sleep in the open air : a stone was his 
pillow. 

He dieaxnedy and in his dream he saw a 
ladder which reached from earth to heaven. 
Angels ascended and descended ; and from 
the top proceeded a voice, saying : *' I am the 
God whom Abraham thy grandfather adored, 
and whom Isaac thy father worshippeth. The 
land whereon thou liest will I give unto thee 
and unto thy seed, and from thee shall spring the 
Messiah. I will keep thee whithersoever thou 
goest, and bring thee back in safety to the land 
ofthyfethers.** 

When Jacob awoke, he joyfully exclaimed : 
** Surely here, too, is the house of God and the 
gate of heaven !'' He poured oil m^qtv \!ci<^ %\»i!ft. 
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upon which his head had rested, and vowed to 
offer the tenth part of his substance unto God, if 
he should permit him to return in peace to his 
father's house. The place itself he called Beth-el, 
that is, the House of God. 

After travelling several days, Jacob arrived at 
Haran, in Mesopotamia. He asked the shep- 
herds whom he found near a well with their 
flocks, if they knew Laban. They answered that 
they knew him, and pointed to his fair daughter, 
Rachel, who was just then coming with her flock. 

Jacob assisted her to water the cattle, and 
discovered to her who he was. Tears were shed 
on both sides, and Rachel hastened to her father, 
to inform him of the arrival of a near kinsman 
from Canaan. Laban went to meet him, and 
received him joyfiilly into his house. 

Jacob served Laban seven years, upon an 
agreement that he should receive Rachel, the 
younger and more beautiful daughter, to wife. 

But, at the expiration of these seven years of 
servitude, Laban gave him Leah, the elder sister, 
alleging that, according to the custom' of the 
country, the younger sister could not be mar- 
ried be/ore the elder. Jacob was therefore 
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obliged to serve seven years longer, in order to 
obtain Rachel for his wife. 

Leah bore him children, but Rachel remained 
a long time without (Spring. At length she 
gave birth to Joseph. Jacob then resolved to 
Jeaye Laban, and to return to Canaan ; and he 
set out with his wives, children, handmaidens, 
servants, and flocks. At Beth-el he erected an 
altar, in grateful remembrance of his dream. 

God blessed him and gave him the name of 
Israel. Jacob strove, before his arrival, to soften 
his brother Esau by presents, and they became 
perfectly reconciled. After an absence of twenty 
years, Jacob arrived at the residence of his aged 
£^ther. 
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X. — JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN, 
AND HIS EXALTATION IN EGYPT. 

L ^/^ 
Jacob now dwelt in Canaan. "R^hMMt^ve 
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sonSy and was rich in flocks and money* IKis 
eldest sons caused him great grief and trouble ; 
and of all his children, he most loved« Joseph 
and Benjamin. 

Joseph was particularly well disposed and 
virtuous; but his elder brodiers envied him, 
because his father loved him more than them. 
Their dislike of him was increased when, in his 
innocence, he related to them two dreams/ vrhlA 
seemed to denote that he should at some future 
time be exalted above them. He dreamt, namely, 
that the sheaves which his brothers bound up 
made obeisance to his sheaf. Another time he 
dreamt that the sun, the moon, and eleven stars, 
paid the same mark of respect to him. 

Jacob reproved his son for relating such 
dreams, which his envious brethren could not 
forget : they even formed the horrid resolution of 
putting him out of the way. 
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. One day, when they were feeding their flock 
in a distant part of the country, and Jacob had 
sent him to them with a message, they cast him 
into a deep pit, that he might there perish. 
Joseph was then sixteen years old. 

Some Midianitish merchants chancing to pass 
by, the cruel brothers sold him to them for twenty 
pieces of silver ; and this very circumstance was 
the cause of his future exaltation. By the mer- 
chants he was carried into Egypt, and sold as a 
slave to Potiphar, a high officer of King Pha- 
raoh's, whom he served with such fidelity and 
zeal, that he made him overseer over all his 
household. 

Now Potiphar's wife would have seduced this 
virtuous young man into evil, but a deep sense 
of duty to his master and to God forbade his 
compliance with her sinful desire. 

Mortified and ashamed, the faithless wife be- 
thought herself how she could be revenged, and 
calumniated the innocent young man to Poti- 
phar, who put him into the prison. But even 
there his excellent disposition gained him friends, 
and the gaoler committed to him the superin- 
tendence over the other prisoners. 
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XI— MEETING OF JACOB AND JOSEPH 

IN EGYPT. 

Seven plentiful years succeeded. Joseph 
collected the surplus produce of the earthy and 
preserved it in granaries erected fbr the purpose. 
The years of dearth followed, as Joseph had 
foretold, and famine began to prevaU, not only 
in Egypt, but also in the neighbouring countries. 
But Joseph's t^ise foresight had provided for 
the wants of the people of Egypt, and men came 
thither from distant regions to purchase com. 

Thither the aged Jacob also sent his sons, 
with the exception of Benjamin, to fetch pro- 
visions. They appeared before Joesph, who 
immediately knew them, though they recognised 
him not. He treated them roughly, not out of 
rev^ige, but to ascertain whether they were 
better than they had formerly been. He pre- 
tended to doubt the truth of the account which 
they gave of themselves, and insisted on detain- 
ing one of them as an hostage, till they should 
bring Benjamin unto him. They were supplied 
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with com, returned home, and related to their 
father how they had been treated. 

It was with great reluctance that Jacob parted 
with Benjamin, but necessity constrained him. 
Judah pledged himself for the safe return of hkf 
brother. When they had arrived with Benja- 
min, and stood before Joseph, they were more 
courteously received, and an entertainment was 
even provided for them. Joseph ordered their 
sacks to be filled with com, and his silver cup to 
be put secretly into Benjamin's sack. As soon 
as they had set out, they were pursued as thieves, 
and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. 
They were conducted back to Joseph, and Ju- 
dah offered to abide as a slave instead of Ben- 
jamin, because sorrow would not fail to bring 
down the gray hairs of their father to the grave, 
if his youngest son should not return with them. 

Joseph could no longer repress his emotion, 
and wept aloud. '' I am Joseph, your brother 1** 
he exclaimed. ** Doth my father yet live? 
Come nearer, wd be not afraid 1" 

His brothers were overpowered with astonish- 
ment, and tears started, from' th/eir eyes. Joseph 
then said to them : ** Hasten home, tell, my 
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fiither that I yet live, and bring him unto me/'' 
The brothers returned to Canaan, and carried 
to their father this joyful message. Jacob could 
scarcely believe their report. At length he 
cried : " My son Joseph is yet alive ! 1 wilt 
go and see him before I die." Preparations 
were immediately made for the journey. 

By the way the pious patriarch offered sacri- 
fices to the God of his fathers in Canaan, and 
God graciously accepted the offerings, assured 
him of his protection, and said : '' Go down 
into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a 
great nation." 

When Jacob had arrived with his sons in 
£g3rpt, Joseph went forth to meet him. Father 
and son fell into each other's arms, cordially 
embraced, and could not speak for profound 
emotion. 

** Now let me die," at length said Jacob, 
** since I have seen thy face, and thou art yet 
alire !" Joseph presented Jacob and some of his 
brothers to the king, who received them kindly, 
and granted to them the land of Goshen, for 
an abode for themselves, and pasture for their 
flocks. 
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XII.— JACOB BLESSES AND FORlETELS 
THE FUTURE LOT OF HIS SONS. 

The aged patriarch, Jacob, lived seventeen 
years after his removal to Egypt. He felt his 
end approaching, and sent a messenger to his 
beloved son Joseph, that he might come and 
receive his last injunctions. 

Joseph hastened to his father, who begged 
2iim^ after his death, to cause his remains to be 
•conveyed to Canaan, and there buried in the 
sepulchre of his ancestors. Joseph bound him- 
self by an oath strictly to ftilfil the wishes of his 
father. 

Joseph, hot aware that Jacob's death was so 
near at hand, returned to the capital ; but he 
was soon afterwards apprised that his father was 
sick unto death, and hastened to him with his 
two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 

His father was rejoiced at his arrival, sat up 
in his bed, blessed Joseph's children and his 
own sons, and prophesied the punishments 
which should befel his first-bonv, B.cvx\«.w^ ^sA. 
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XII — THE PASCHAL LAMR 

Jacob's descendants multiplied so exceedingly 
in Egypt, that in the space of three hundred and 
fifty years they became a mighty people, who 
were called Israelites, because Jacob was also 
named Israel. 

Joseph's services to the Egyptian state were 
long forgotten, and the kings of Egypt were 
afiraid lest this foreign people might rise up 
2ifr ' ii/5t the natives ; or that, in case of war, they 
might join the enemies of the country. 

The king, therefore, strove to oppress and 
wholly exterminate this nation of foreign origin. 
He imposed the most laborious services upon 
the Israelites, who were treated with the utmost 
rigour by their Egyptian task-masters : but the 
more they were afflicted, th)e more they muU 
tiplied. 

The king then commanded that all the new- 
bom male children should be drowned in the 
river Nile. Soon after this order was issued, 
Moses was bom of an Israelitish mother. She 
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hid him at first for three months, and when she 
could conceal him no longer, she made a basket 
of the flags of the papyrus, pitched it within and 
without, to render it impervious to water, put 
the child into it, and laid it among the bul-* 
rushes, on the margin of the river. 

The daughter of the king, who was accus- 
tomed to bathe there, coming down to the river, 
saw the basket with the infant, felt compassion 
for him, and sent her maid to fetch him out of 
the water. She provided for him a nurse, who, 
through the wise dispensation of God, was the 
very mother of Moses. 

Moses was in the sequel brought up at the 
court of the king of Egypt, and carefully in- 
structed in all the sciences of the country. 
When he was forty years old, he one day saw an 
Israelite grossly maltreated by an Egyptian^ 
Moses was so incensed at the outrage, that he slew 
the Egyptian. On this account he was obliged 
to flee from the court, and he went into the land 
of Midian, where, for the space of forty years, 
he tended the sheep of Jethro the priest. 

One day, as he was driving his flock upon 
Mount Horeb, God spake to him from amvd&t a^ 
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burning bush, saying that he would through him 
deliver the people of Israel from the oppression 
of the Egyptians. God promised him the assist- 
ance of his brother Aaron, and endowed him 
with the power of working miracles. 

Moses went to the king, and delivered the 
divine message, desiring that he would let the 
people of Israel go and hold a solemn feast in 
the wilderness. The king was highly incensed 
at this application, and imposed still harder 
labours upon the Israelites. 

Moses, with his brother Aaron, then repaired 
again to the king, and threatened him with pub* 
lie calamities, unless he permitted the Israelites 
to go forth as God had commanded. The king 
still hesitated, and Moses, availing himself of 
the power conferred on him by God, caused the 
water of the Nile to become putrid and red as 
blood, and destroyed all the fish in it. Out of 
the water came forth an innumerable multitude 
of frogs and toads, which filled all the houses and 
the palace of the king itself. Next came flies and 
gnats, by which men and beasts were incessantly 
annoyed and tormented. Then came a murrain, 
which destroyed the cattle. A tremendous tem- 
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pest succeeded ; a thick hail cut off the fruits of 
the earth, and smote man and beast, and all that 
was in the field. Flights of locusts, like dark 
clouds, followed and consumed what had es- 
caped the hail ; and a darkness so thick that it 
might be felt, covered the whole land of Egypt 
for the space of three days. 

Still the king wavered in his resolution; for 
whenever one of these plagues had induced him 
to consent to the departure of the Israelites, he 
yet changed his mind as soon as it was removed. 
At length he even ordered Moses and Aaron to 
leave his presence, forbidding them, upon pe- 
nalty of death, to appear again before him. 

Then said Moses, as he went away: *' Ye shall 
learn to know the God who protecteth the child- 
ren of Israel, and shall beg us yourselves to de- 
part with all speed, lest ye be utterly destroyed." 
Moses then directed the people to make prepa- 
rations for speedy departure; he commanded^ 
each family to kill a lamb, which they were to 
roast whole, and to eat with their shoes on their 
fleet, their loins girded, and staff in hand : the 
blood of the animal was to be sprinkled on the 
door-posts of the houses, Tbis feast tbe^ v€t«. 
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XIV. — THE THANKSGIVING OF MOSES 
AT THE RED SEA. 

The Israelites, at their departure, took with them 
the bones of Joseph, to be deposited in the se- 
puldite of his ancestors, as he had charged his 
brothers before his death. 

Mo^ led the Israelites, by the way from 
Rameses to Succoth, and thence through die 
desert to the Red Sea. This was not the short- 
est way to the land of Canaan ; but God pointed 
it out to them by a cloud, which always went 
before the camp, and which at night was so 
bright as to shine like a pillar of fire. 

When the king was informed that the Israel- 
ites had taken the difficult way through moun- 
tains and deserts, he repented of having suffered 
so many hardy labourers to leave his kingdom ; 
and he conceived that he might easily coop them 
up among the mountains, and compel them to 
return, especially as the Red Sea would effec- 
tually prevent their advance. 

77ie king, therefore, sent a twimexow* army 
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after the Israelites, and in three days it reached 
their camp, which they had pitched near the Red 
Sea. 

The people, being thus encompassed, as it 
\yere, began to be sore afraid, and, instead of 
placing their confidence in God, they murmured 
against Moses for having brought them into this 
danger. " Were there no graves in Egypt," said 
they angrily, " that thou hast brought us hither 
to die in the wilderness V 

Moses strove to pacify their fears, and bade 
them be of good cheer, and place their reliance 
on God. " The Lord will fight for you," said 
he, " and by his blessing ye shall soon see no 
more Egyptians." 

The cloud then moved behind the camp of 
the Israelites, and concealed it from the eyes 
of the Egyptians. Moses touched .the Red Sea 
with his staff; a violent east wind parted its 
waters, which were piled up like walls on either 
hand, leaving a dry passage between them. 
Here the Israelites crossed over to the other 
side, and early in the morning they had all ar- 
rived in safety on the opposite shore. 

The Egyptians pursued tkem^ \s\x\.^\sKft.'^c«^ 
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were in the deep bed of the sea, the waters closed 
upon them, and the whole host perished. 

The Israelites stood with eyes uplifted to 
heaven, filled with awe and astonishment at 
this signal interposition of God. Moses placed 
himself with solemn dignity at the head of the 
men, and sang a song of thanksgiving to God 
for this deliverance. Opposite to him stood 
Miriam, his sister, with the choir of women 
and virgins, repeating what Moses sang. Thus 
did they celebrate with the music of voices and 
instruments the wonderful dispensations of the 
Almighty. 



k. 
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XV — THE LAW GIVEN ON MOUNT 

SINAI. 

The light cloud which went before the train of 
the Israelites, conducted them through deserts, 
where there was no water fit for the people to 
drink, and they began to murmur. 

Moses addressed himself in this difficulty unto 
God. He found wood which possessed the pro- 
perty of rendering putrid water fit to drink.' He 
threw it into the springs and pools, and the 
water was purified ; and by the miraculous 
power with which he was endued, he caused 
other streams to issue from rocks. 

When the Israelites had journeyed a month, 
all the dough which they had brought with 
them from Egypt was consumed, and they had 
neither bread nor any other provisions in the 
wilderness. The people again murmured. In 
the evening, the wind blowing from the Red 
Sea, brought with it large flocks of quails, which 
fell exhausted in the camp of the Israelites. 
Manj ate of them so immodewA.^^ ^^\. '^^'^ 
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died. On the followiDg morning, the ground 
was covered with white grains : these, when 
poonded, furnished a sort of flour, which, being 
mixed with water, tasted like a sweet cake. 
These grains, called manna, fell every day from 
heaven, for the sustenance of the Israelites, till 
they had reaped their first crop in Canaan. 

The progress of the Israelites was opposed by 
the Amalekites. They were beaten, and the 
Israelites proceeded on their journey without 
further molestation. In the third month after 
their departure from Egypt, they came to Mount 
Sinai. In the morning the mountain was en- 
veloped in dark clouds; thunder and lightning 
struck terror into the people, and the Lord God 
solemnly pronounced the ten commandments. 

Moses was called up to the mountain, and 
God gave him not only the ten commandments 
so solemnly pronounced, graven on two tables 
of stone, but also other ordinances relating to 
the civil government and religious institutions 
of the Israelites. 

The ceremonies to be observed in the worship 

of God were established. Aaron, the brother of 

Moses, was appointed high-piiwl, aiv^ Vo ^Ivft 
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tribe of Levi was committed the service of the 
Temple. The Feast of the Passover, in comme- 
moration of the departure from Egypt, that of 
the Offering of First Fruits, and the Feast of 
Tabernacles, were enjoined to be annually cele- 
brated. Directions were given for the construc- 
tion of the tabernacle. This was a moveable 
tent, divided into ante-chambers and chambers, 
and in one of these was kept the ark of the 
covenant, the most sacred of all the sacred things 
of the Israelites. A particular dress was pre- 
scribed for the priests who officiated in the 
tabernacle. 
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XVI THE GOLDEN CALF, 

Moses had remained forty days and nights upon 
Mount Sinai. The people were tired of waiting 
for him ; they began to conjecture that their 
leader had forsaken them, and desired Aaron 
to make them a god who should go before 
them. Aaron accordingly directed them to 
bring to him the golden ear-rings and orna- 
ments of their wives, their sons, and their daugh- 
ters, that he might melt them down and cast 
with them a golden god. They complied, and 
constrained Aaron to make them a golden calf, 
such as they had seen in Egypt, that they might 
worship it. An altar was erected, and upon this 
altar the golden calf was set up. 

The whole camp was full of rejoicing on ac- 
count of the new god; sacrifices were offered, 
and the people paid homage to it with singing 
said dancing. 

Amid these idolatrous festivities Moses re- 
turned from Mount Sinai. He saw the people 
psji'ogr divine honours to the gpldeu calf^ and, 
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filled Mrith holy indignation, he dashed the stone 
tables of the law against the rock, so that they 
were broken in pieces, and called Aaron to ac- 
count for having made the Israelites this idol. 
His brother alleged, in excuse for his conduct, 
that he was fearful of an insurrection of the 
people, if he had not complied with their wishes. 

Moses then commanded the men of the tribe 
of Levi to arm themselves with the sword of ven- 
geance, and to go through the camp and slay all 
those whom they knew to have worshipped the 
calf. 

Moses destroyed the altar, caused the calf to 
be ground to powder, threw it into water, and 
made the Israelites drink it. Then they acknow- 
ledged and repented them of their fault. 

Moses prayed to God for the people, and God 
commanded him to come again upon the moun- 
tain, and to brmg with him two new tables. 

Moses then caused the tabernacle to be com- 
pleted, and consecrated it. The chief of the 
people brought offerings and gifts. God glori- 
fied this solemnity. A cloud descended from 
heaven, and^ during the sacrifice, enveloped the 
tabernacle in awful darkness. Moses also en- 
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joined that all the first-born^ the first son of a 
mother, the first lamb or calf, should be offered 
unto God. The first-bom brute animal was slain 
for a sacrifice, but the first son was brought to 
the tabernacle, and an offering was made for 
him, by rich parents of a lamb, and by poorer 
persons of a pair of turtle-doves or other young 
pigeons. Human sacrifices were strictly for- 
bidden to the Israelites. Moses likewise com- 
manded that all male infants should be circum- 
cised on the eighth day, to distinguish them from 
other idolatrous nations. 
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XVII— MISSION OF THE TWELVE SPIES 
TO EXPLORE THE LAND OF PBO- 
MISE. 

The Israelites had already passed a whole year 
in the wilderness, and held there the first an- 
niversary of the Feast of the Passover. The 
guiding cloud then moved firom Mount Sinai, 
and conducted them to the wilderness of Pharan, 
which borders on tlie land of Canaan. 

Moses here chose one of the principal persons 
out of each tribe, and sent them to' Canaan, to 
explore the nature and produce of the country, 
and to report in what manner it might be most 
easily conquered. The chief of these deputies 
were Joshua and Caleb. These men found the 
land uncommonly fertile, and abounding in all 
the productions of nature. In evidence of the 
truth of their statement, they brought back some 
fruits with them, and among the rest a bunch of 
grapes, so large that two persons were obliged to 
carry it between them upon a pole. 

These accounts pleased the Israelites; but the 
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XVIII — THE BRAZEN SERPENT: 

For the space of thirty-eight years longer did the* 
Israelites wander about in the wilderness; the- 
cloudy as their guide, hovered over the taber- 
nacle ; and daily, excepting on the Sabbath, they 
found manna for their subsistence. 

Great as were the favours, which they dailyv 
received from God,^ so ungrateful and disobedi- 
ent did they prove to the Almighty and his ser- 
vant Moses. Korah, of the tribe of Levi, and 
Dathan and Abiram, of the tribe of Reuben, 
dised an insurrection against Moses, accused 
him of ambition, and insisted that the high^ 
priesthood should not be hereditary in the &mily 
of Aaron. 

Moses commanded that en the following 
morning all the priests, and Aaron among the 
rest, should appear with their censers, and bum 
incense upon the altar, for that God should de- 
cide between them. Accordingly ail of them 
attended. The earth opened and swallowed 
the ringleaders of the sedition alive, and fire 
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issued from the chasm and consumed their ac- 
complices. 

The Israelites again came to Mount Horeb, 
and all the springs were dried up. They mur- 
mured against Moses. The latter repaired, with 
Aaron and the seventy dders, to the rock at the 
•command of God, who directed him to smite 
it with his staff, when water should gush forth 
from it. He said to the discontented people: 
*** Do you suppose that we can fetch you water 
out of this rock?^' 

He smote it twice, perhaps with some degree 
of mistrust, which displeased the Lord . Abund- 
ance of water issued from the rock ; the people 
refreshed themselves ; but Moses and Aaron were 
told that they should not set foot in the promised 
Canaan. Soon afterwards Aaron died, and his 
eldest son became high-priest. 

The people again began to be dissatisfied that 
they were obliged to wander about so long in 
the wilderness ; neither did they continue to be 
content with the manna. " How much longer," 
«said they, '* are we to make shift with this 
wretched fare?" God punished their ingrati- 
tude. He sent into the camp of the Isc9Alv\!b% 
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yenomous serpents, which bit great numbers of 
them, so that they died. 

The rebels acknowledged their transgression, 
and prayed to God to forgive them. The Lord 
then commanded Moses to make a serpent of 
brass, and to set it up on a pole, in the camp. 
Every one who looked at this serpent, with con- 
fidence in God, was cured of the bite of the ve- 
nomous serpents. It was afterwards preserved 
as a memorial of this deliverance, and it existed 
down to the time of King Hezekiah. 
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XIX. —BALAAM'S BLESSING AND 
PROPHECY. 

After many journeys and encampments^ the 
I$raeliles approached nearer to the land of Ca- 
naan. ; Oh their way they applied to- the king of 
the AmoriteSy soliciting a free passage through 
his eountry. They promised tliat diey would 
neither go out. of the king's highway, nor drink 
oflh^w^ter of the wells. The Amorites refused 
thcpa^ a passage^ isind went out to oppose the 
Jsmelites when they advanced; but they were 
d^eated, and lost all their towns^ 

Og, king of Bashan, also attempted to prevent 
their advance ; but he too was unsuccessful, and 
the Israelites took possession of his land. They 
gradually extended their conquests beyond the 
Jordan, alnd divided the country among the 
tribes. 

Balak, king of Moab, found himself too weak 
to withstand the Israelites. He sent for Balaam, 
the soothsayer, praying him to curse them, that 
they might be unsuccessful in case the^ %\vc^wV^ 
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inyade his countiy. According to the notions of 
those times^ this was a sure method of injuring 
others, when it could not be accomplished by 
open force. 

Balaam was well aware that he could not by 
his curses harm the people of Israel, whom God 
had taken under his special protection; and he 
refused to comply with the request of the king. 
At length he suffered himself to be persuaded, 
by Taluable presents and large promises, to do 
what the king desired. 

Bat, instead of pronouncing curses, he broke 
forth into blessings. Thrice did the king order 
him to be conducted to a different place, and 
thrice did he pronounce blessings upon the 
people of Israel. ^' There shall come a star out 
of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel, 
and shall smite all the princes of Moab, and de- 
stroy all the children of Seth/' 

Balak's anger was kindled against the aooth- 
sayer, and he left him full of indignation. But 
this prophecy was current in the East till the 
birth of our Saviour ; and the Wise Men, guided 
by the star which they had seen, journeyed to 
Bethlehem to pay their homage to the Ring of 
tAeJews. 
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XX. — DIVISION OF THE LAND BY 
JOSHUA AMONG THE TWELVE 
TRIBES OF ISRAEL. 

The Israelites had advanced to the mountains 
forming the boundary of Canaan. Moses felt 
that his end approached. He called the people 
togeCher, exhorted them to pay obedience to 
God, and to beware of idolatry. He appointed 
Joshua to be their future leader, went up to the 
top of a high mountain, whence he could over- 
look the land of Canaan, and came not down 
agiCin; He died at the age of one hundred and 
twe&ty years. 

Joshua then took upon himself the government, 
and led the Israelites over ike mountains to the 
river Jordan. The priests, witl^ the ark of the 
covenant, went first, and Joshua and the people 
followed them. 

As soon as the priests touched the water of 
the river with their feet, the waters which came 
down from above stood still, and rose up into a 
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heap, so that all the Israelites passed over on dry 
ground. Joshua caused twelve stones to be 
carried out of the river^ and set up on the 
bank, and the same number to be taken from 
the shore and placed in the bed of the river, 
as memorials of this miracle. 

The Israelites had now to set about the con- 
quest of Canaan. They arrived at Jericho, a 
strong city, which, without implements and 
engines for a siege, they could not easily take. 
By command of God, Joshua caused the ark to 
be carried for six successive days round the city, 
and followed by the people. On the seventh 
day they went round it seven times ; the priests 
blew their horns, and the people raised a great 
shout. The walls of the city fell down, and 
the Israelites, passing over the ruins, took pos- 
session of the place. Thence they proceeded 
to the town of Ai, and assaulted it, but were 
repulsed. 

God punished them, because- one of their 
number had kept for himself some of the spoil 
of Jericho, and not carried it to the tabernacle. 
He was discovered by the lot. It was Achan, 
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who had taken and hidden in the earth a pmrple 
gs^ment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of gold. He was stoned by the people. 

The second attack on Ai was successful, and 
the town was taken. Five princes then united 
their forces, and strove to stop the progress of 
the Israelites. A battle was fought at Gibeon, 
where the kings, with their warriors, were de- 
feated with great slaughter. 

Then cried Joshua in the heat of the battle : 
" O sun, set not thou upon Gibeon, until Israel 
be fully avenged upon his enemies !" Joshua's 
wish and prayer were fulfilled : the sun stood 
still in the midst of heaven till the army of the 
five princes was utterly destroyed. 

Seven years were the Israelites engaged in 
continual warfare, and they had thirty-three 
kings to conquer before they were in peaceful 
possession of Canaan. Joshua then divided the 
land into twelve portions, according to the tribes 
of the people, and caused each tribe to cast 
lots for its portion. No part was allotted to the 
tribe of Levi, which lived dispersed in the towns, 
and subsisted by the service of the Temple, the 
sacrifices, and the tithe of the ptod\iee oC iVa 
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€arth. The tribe of Joseph obtained two pof* 
tions, because Jacob, on his death-bed, had 
adopted the two sons of Joseph as his children. 
Joseph's bones were buried in Canaan. The 
town of Shiloh was fixed upon for the seat of the 
tabernacle. 
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XXI AN ANGEL REBUKES THE: 

ISRAELITES FOR THEIR DISOBE-^ 
DIENCE TO GOD. 

Joshua felt that his death was near at hand» 
He called together the people, forbade all inter- 
course between them and the idolatrous nations^ 
and required of them a solemn declaration whether 
they would continue to serve the invisible God. 
The Israelites unanimously promised to obey 
implicitly the commands of God, and confirmed 
this promise with an oath. So 'Joshua caused 
a great stone to be set up under a tree, as a me- 
morial of this covenant. 

As long as Joshua and the elders of the people 
lived, the Israelites kept this oath ; but their 
descendants forgot the miracles by which God 
had brought his chosen people from Egypt into 
Canaan, and fell into idolatry. Then there ap- 
peared to the people an angel, who severely re- 
buked them for their ingratitude to God, and for 
having broken their covenant with him and sa- 
crificed to idols. He threatened tbavsv h^^sK 
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punishmenty and declared that this idolatry 
would bring destruction upon them. The child- 
ren of Israel now began to weep and lament, 
and they repented them of their transgression. 
But their amendment was of short duration ; 
they soon gave way again to their sinful lusts 
and to the worship of idols. 

The threatened punishment overtook them. 
Hieir enemies invaded the country, and carried 
away captive a great number of the Israelites. 
They became sensible that they had drawn this 
chastisement upon themselves by their sins, and 
cried to God for help, promising to amend their 
lives. 

God. then gave them judges, out of their 
midst, devout and valiant men, who led them 
a^nst their enemies, and drove them out. 
While one of the judges lived, and watched 
oVer them, they remained faithful to God, but at 
hit- death they fell into their former sins, min-> 
^ing with the idolatrous nations, intermarrying 
with them, and adopting their maimers. 
- The punishments of God were again poured 
iufk opon them. Their enemies overran the 
and chastised ihiem till they again 
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returned to God, and forsook their sinful ways ; 
when a new judge was appointed to deliver them 
from servitude, and to take care that the holy 
laws of God were strictly observed. Gideon de- 
livered the people of Israel from the yoke of the 
Midianites, Jephtha defeated the Moabites, and 
Samson slew a great number of the Philistines. 
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XXII. — SAUL ANOINTED THE FIRST 
KING OF ISRAEL BY THE PROPHET 
SAMUEL. 

In consequence of their disobedience to God^ 
the people of Israel again found themselves in a 
very critical situation. They had suffered signal 
disasters in the war with the Philistines, and 
even lost the ark. This was indeed recovered ; 
but the war was still continued to the disadvan- 
tage of the Israelites* 

In this exigency, Samuel, a pious and wealthy 
man, was appointed judge over the people. He 
called them together, and forcibly inculcated the 
duty of suppressing idolatry, and serving the true 
God alone. The people repented of their sins^ 
and did penance by a rigid fast. 

God then gave assistance to the Israelites. 
Samuel offered sacrifice to God, and led them to 
battle against the Philistines. A violent thunder- 
storm terrified the enemy; they fled, and the 
Israelites were victorious. The Philistines* were 
tj/fana back within their old bounds; and as 
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long as Samuel lived, the Israelites were not 
again annoyed by the enemy. 

Samuel had grown old in the office of judge, 
and the weight of the government pressed heavily 
upon him. His two sons were appointed his 
assistants ; but they shewed partiality, and were 
so unlike their father, that the people were 
exceedingly discontented. They demanded of 
Samuel a king, and the pious prophet turned in 
prayer unto Gk)d, and consulted him respecting 
the desire of the people. 

God said to Samuel: '^ Give them a king, but 
represent to them all the duties which they will 
have to perform towards a king." 

Just at this time, Saul, a young man of extra- 
ordinary stature, of the tribe of Benjamin, came 
to Samuel to inquire concerning his fa.ther^s asses, 
which were lost. Samuel was instructed by God 
to choose Saul to be king of Israel. Samuel kept 
him at his house till the following morning, 
and went with him out of the town on his return. 
There, bidding him stand still, he poured oil 
upon his head, kissed him, and said : '^ The Lord 
anointeth thee to be king over his people : thou 
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shalt govern them, and defend them against their 
enemies/' 

Samuel thereupon made arrangements for the 
election of a king. The lot was to decide among 
the twelve tribes. It fell upon the tribe of Ben- 
jamin ; and when tlie families of this tribe again 
drew lots, the lot fell upon the family to which 
Saul belonged; and when the members of that 
£aimily cast lots, the lot fell upon Saul. lie was 
sent for. From the shoulders upward he was 
higher than any of the Israelites, and he was 
immediately proclaimed king. This event hap- 
pened about the year 2910 from the creation of 
the world. 
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XXIII. — SAtJL'S PERSECUTION, AND 
DAVID'S GENEROUS FORBEARANCE. 

Several evil-disposed Israelites despised Saul, 
because they conceived that he possessed not the 
qualities requisite for a king : but he soon had 
occasion to display his valour. 

The Ammonites commenced hostilities against 
the people of Israel. Saul put himself at the 
head of his countrymen, led them against the 
enemy, defeated and dispersed them. 

Then would the people who were attached to 
him have put to death those who had despised 
him at the time of his election ; but Saul said : 
'' There shall not a man be put to death this 
day, on which God hath given us so signal a 
victwy.;" 

The Philistines advanced with a large army, 
and the people were seized with such fear, that 
they hid themselves in caves, and in thickets, 
and in rocks. Saul resolved to offer a burnt- 
offering to the Lord; but as Samuel came not 
at the appointed time, Saul himself officiated at 
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said : ** Behold, O my lord and king, how thou 
punmest thine innocent servant. Again I might 
have slain thee.^ From this time Saul ceased to 
persecute David. 
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XXIV DAVID RESOLVES TO BUILD 

A TEMPLE. 

In an engagement with the Philistines, Saul 
was defeated, his army put to flight, himself 
wounded, and three of his sons, among whom 
was Jonathan, were slain. The king, fearing 
lest he should be taken by the enemy, fell upon 
his own sword, and put an end to his life. 

The tribe of Judah then proclaimed David 
king, and he was in the sequel acknowledged as 
such by the other tribes. He made wise ordi- 
nances, and sought to promote the prosperity of 
Israel. . He defeated the Philistines, and reco- 
vered the towns which they had taken in the last 
war with Saul. He fortified the castle of Sion 
at Jerusalem, and caused the ark of the covenant 
to be removed thither. He restored the service 
of the Temple, enjoined the people to attend 
public worship, and himself set an example of 
devotion in all religious observances. He com- 
posed many beautiful psalms, which were sung 
on these occasions, and caused many to be made 

p2 
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by Others. These are what we still call the 
Psalms of David. 

In the course of time he collected great trea- 
sures for the purpose of building a magnificent 
temple to the Lord, and communicated his in- 
tention to Nathan the prophet. God, however, 
by the mouth of the prophet, forbade the build- 
ing of the Temple, and promised that this great 
work should be executed by his son, who should 
succeed him in the sovereignty. God likewise 
promised that of his posterity the Messiah should 
be bom. David had already provided the de- 
sign of the Temple, and he prepared abund- 
ance of materials for the building, that the work 
might be more easily executed by his son. 

David, though a good king, gave way to his 
passions, and fell into vices which became a 
oitter source of domestic unhappiness. He con- 
ceived a criminal passion for Bathsheba, the wife 
of Uriah, to whom he assigned the most danger- 
ous place in battle, where he was slain, as David 
wished. 

God sent Nathan, the prophet, to reprove the 
king lor his sins. David sincerely repented, 
•lid did penance for them, but they failed not to 
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bring their punishment along with them. His 
children were a source of severe affliction to him. 
His son Absalom, after killing his brother Am- 
mon, rebelled against his father; he was defeated, 
and in his flight pierced with a lance and slain. 

Adonijah, the elder of David's sons, caused 
himself to be proclaimed king against the will of 
his father ; and it was through the interposition 
of Nathan alojie that the royal dignity was re- 
served for Solomon. 

David died, after he had charged his son So- 
lomon to build the Temple, and given him much 
excellent advice. 
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XXV ^^ SOLOMON AND THE QUEEN 

OF SHEBA. 

B£FORE the decease of David^ Sc^omon was 
anointed king, and at the beginning of his reign 
he displayed piety, wisdom, and justice. . God 
permitted him in a vision to ask of Yma. what- 
soever he wished to have. Full of modesty and 
humility, he solicited' the gift of wisdom, and he 
soon had occasion to shew his people to what a 
degree he was endowed with it. . 

Two women, who had each a child of the 
same age, came to the king to decide a dispute 
between them. One of these women had over- 
laid her child, and then put the dead infant into 
bed to the other woman while dbie was asleep, 
and carried the living child of the latter to her 
own bed. Each of them claimed the living in- 
fant as her own, and the king was to determine 
to which of the two it really belonged. 

As both persisted in their claim, the king was 
not able to discover the truth. He ordered there- 
jRae a aword to be brought, and the living child 
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to be cut into two equal parts, and half to be 
given to each of the women. One of them, 
however, earnestly entreated that this might not 
be done, praying that tlie infant might rather be 
given alive and uninjured to the other, who, on 
the contrary, assented to the division. Mater- 
nal love revealed the truth to Solomon. He ad- 
judged the child to the former, who would not 
suflfer it to be cut in two, and who was in reality 
its mother. 

In the fourth year of his reign, Solomon caused 
the building of the Temple to be begun on Mount 
Moriah, and eight years afterwards it was finished' 
with extraordinary splendour and magnificence. 
It was consecrated in the presence of the elders 
of the people, and all the heads of the tribes and 
of the families, and this solemnity lasted seven 
days. 

Solomon prayed to God before the people ; 
and lightning issued from the cloud which had 
hitherto overshadowed the tabernacle, and con- 
sumed the burnt-offering and the sacrifices. 

Solomon erected other buildings and palaces. 
He was a wealthy and powerfiil prince; his 
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court was the most splendid in the world^ and 
his people were opulent and renowned. 

The fame of the king penetrated to the re- 
motest regions. Foreign sovereigns solicited his 
friendship. The Queen of Sheba, in the south 
of Arabia, even took a journey to Jerusalem, 
in order that she might become personally ac- 
quainted with the wise monarch, and be an eye- 
witness of his magnificence ; and she acknow- 
ledged, at her departure, that what she had seen 
&r exceeded her highest expectations. 

His alliances with foreign princes who were 
heathen led Solomon to marry their daughters, 
and by fondness for these he was seduced to build 
altars to idols in Jerusalem, and to offer sacri- 
fices upon them. From this time Solomon was 
exposed to many mortifications. His enemies 
made war upon the kingdom of Israel, and Je- 
roboam raised an insurrection among the people, 
who were before dissatisfied on account of the 
heavy tribute required for the support of the king's 
magnificence. Solomon died in the fortieth year 
of his reign, and his son Rehoboam succeeded 
him on the throne. 
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XXVJ. —INDISCREET BEHAVIOUR OF 
REHOBOAM TO THE PEOPLE. 

* 

Week Solomon had been seduced by his heathen 
wives to tilie worship of idols, God said to him in 
%.tision : *^ Becatfise thou hast not kept my cove- 
ntakt, but hikst turned away from my command- 
mentSy I will rend the kingdom out of thine 
hand, and give it unto thy servant. Howbeit, 
for ihe sAe of thy &ther D&vid, I will not do 
this so long as thou livest." 

Very soon after Solomon's death, this divine 
denunciation was fulfilled. Each tribe sent 
deputies to the new king Rehoboam, to solicit 
the remission of part of the burdens which his 
Either had imposed upon them. Rehoboam 
said that he would consult with the elders re- 
dpecCtng the application c^the deputies, and that 
in three days they migbt come to him again. 

Rehoboam meanwhile assembled around him 
the counsellors, from whose wisdom and expe- 
rience his father had derived great benefit, and 
asked their advice concerning the solicitation of 
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XXVII SOLEMN SACRIFICE OF THE 

PROPHET ELIJAH. 

Jeroboam, the first king of Israel^ forbade the 
tribes subject to him to go to Jerusalem on the 
appointed festivals, or for the performance of 
any religious worship; and he caused golden 
calves to be set up in two different places in 
Israel; to these they were required to sacrifice 
and to pay divine adoration. Thus was idolatiy 
spread throughout the kingdom of Israel. 

Ahab, one of the successors of Jeroboam, mar- 
ried an idolatrous .princess, named Jezebel, who 
seduced him into the most senseless idolatiy. 
The king built in Samaria a temple for the idol 
Baal, whom Jezebel worshipped, appointed nu- 
merous priests for his service, and commanded 
all his subjects to sacrifice to him. The priests 
of the true God were persecuted and slain. All 
the people of Israel were plunged into gross 
idolatry. 

From time to time God sent prophets, and 
among these Elijah, for the instruction and 
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amendment of the idolatnms people. Elijah, a 
pious and zealous man, fraught with the spirit 
of God^ went to the king, and declared that 
there should not be either dew or rain, so long 
as the people persisted in idolatry. The prophet 
tiien retired to the wilderness. 

A drought actually ensued, and for three years 
and six months there fell neither rain nor dew in 
the land of Israel. Every thing was dried up, 
and a most grievous famine was the conse- 
quence. Amid this general distress, God pro- 
vided for Elijah in the vnlderness; ravens 
brought him bread and flesh morning and 
evening, and he drank of the water of the 
brook near which he had concealed himself. 

At the expiration of three years and six 
months, Elijah again went unto Ahab, and the 
king spake harshly to him, saying, that it was 
he who had brought this distress upon Israel. 
'< It is not I that have brought this distress upon 
Israel,*' replied the prophet, " but thou, because 
thou leadest it into idolatry." He proposed to 
the king to assemble the people upon Mount 
Carmel, and to require also the presence of the 
priests of Baal. There they should slaughter a 
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XXVIII.— SIEGE AND DELIVERANCE OF 
JERUSALEM UNDER l^NQ HEZE- 
KIAH. ■ '• 

The kingdom of Judah^ which comprised two 
of the tribes, had some very pious and virtuoos 
princes, who sought to maintain the worship of 
the true God in their dominions, while others 
were wicked and ungodly. 

Under Rehoboam, the very first king of Ju- 
dah, idolatry was spread over the country ; and 
under his son, who reigned not quite three years^ 
things went on no better. The good king Asa 
stro\e to purify the religion of his subjects from 
idolatry. He caused the altars erected to idols 
to be demolished, and the idols themselves de- 
stroyed. 

He was succeeded by Jehoshaphat, one of the 
best kings, who sought completely to restore the 
worship of the true God, and appointed chosen 
priests and Levites to journey to and firo in the 
land, and to instruct the people in the pure 
leligion. The blessing of God manifested itself 
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during his i?^ise reign, and the Lord assisted 
him against his enemies. 

This pious prince was succeeded on the 
throne by a son, unlike himself, named Jehoram, 
who built altars to the false gods, and encouraged 
idolatry. He was a wicked and cruel prince* 
God punished him with a loathsome disease^ 
which put an end to his life in the eighth year 
of his reign. 

Jehoram*s son, Ahaziah, reigned but one year. 
Jehoiada, the high-priest, then took his son Joash, 
who was but seven years of age, made him king, 
and anointed him. The people on this occasion 
renewed their oath to worship the invisible God 
alone, and hastened to the altars of the idols, 
which they demolished. Jehoiada, as guardian to 
the young king, governed wisely, and the worship 
of the true God was re-established. After his 
death. King Joash permitted his courtiers to 
worship false gods, and idolatry again spread 
itself over the land. He was followed on th« 
throne of Judah by several other kings, some of 
whom were unrighteous. 

At length Hezekiah was anointed king. He 
exerted himself most zealously to suppress 
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idolatry, and to diffuse the worship of the true 
God. He caused the Feast of the Pas90?er, 
which had not been kept during the reigns of 
preceding kings, to be celebrated with tbe 
greatest solemnity, and ordered the religious 
ordinances and sacrifices prescribed by the law 
to be again observed. The people returned with 
joy to the adoration of the true God, and many 
Israelites even came into the kingdom of Judah, 
to attend divine worship. 

God bestowed his favour on the pious monarch. 
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, invaded the king- 
dom of Judah with a prodigious army, and 
advanced to Jerusalem, the capital, which he 
besieged. Ilezekiah and his subjects were re- 
duced to tlie utmost extremity. The prophet 
Isaiah comforted them, and assured them of the 
assistance of God. Jerusalem was nevertheless 
soon completely encompassed by the numberless 
hosts of the enemy, and deliverance for Judah 
seemed impossible. 

But, according to the prediction of Uie pro- 
phet, not a foe came into the city, nor was an 
arrow shot against it. In the niglit, the augel of 
deatli visited the camp of the oncmy, and in the 
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morning ona hundred and eighty-five thousand 
Assyrians were corpses. Those who were spared, 
seized with horror and consternation, betook 
themselves to flight, and the kingdom of Judah 
was delivered from its enemies. 

Hezekiah was succeeded in tlie government 
by his son Manasseh, who was seduced into 
idolatry. His country was invaded by the king 
of Assyria, and he was taken and carried away 
captive to Babylon. 
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XXIX — RETURN OF THE JEWS FROM 
THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY. 

JosiAH was the last pious king of Judali. He 
was followed by four sovereigns, who were all 
wicked. The first was carried captive to Egypt, 
the second was conquered by Nebuchadnezzar^ 
king of Assyria, and forced to pay a ye^y 
tribute to the victor. On his refusal, at the 
end of three years, to fulfil this agreement, he 
was compeDed jto it by force of arms. 

Josiah died : his son was carried, with aQ his 
family, and all the treasures of the Temple, to 
Babylon. His second son, Zedekiah, became 
king; but Nebuchadnezzar marched against 
him with an immense army, advanced to Jeru- 
salem, and encompassed the city. The siege 
lasted a year. Zedekiah attempted to escape; 
but was taken by the enemy. His children were 
slain before his face, his eyes were then put 
out, and, loaded with chains, he was carried 
to Babylon, and thrown into a dungeon, where 
I he died. Jerusalem was taken, and the Temple, 
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ifi^th all the buildings, was burned. All the 
inhabitants ofJudah, excepting the most indi- 
gent, were carried as slaves to Babylon. 

This captivity of the two tribes at Babylon 
lasted seventy years: they then obtained per- 
mission from king Cyrus to return to Canaan. 
Zenibabel, a descendant from the Jewish kings, 
was appointed their leader. Cyrus restored to 
the Jews at their return all the golden and 
silver vessels belonging to the Temple, which 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away. About fifty 
thousand men and women, together with mea- 
servants and maid-servants, went back with joy 
and gratitude to Canaan, which they found an 
absolute waste. They erected an altar, and 
offered a thanks-offering unto God. 

They then set about rebuilding the Temple. 
The Samaritans offered to assist them in this 
work, that they too might attend the public wor- 
ship in the new edifice. Zerubabel, however, 
would not agree to this proposal, because the 
Samaritans had not adopted the Jewish religion 
in all its purity. The Samaritans complained of 
their exclusion to the king of Persia, and the 
building of the Temple was suspended. 
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It Was not till many yeait a( te t i nm te, ftat ^ 
Jev^ obbined' permiflrioii from one of flie suD^ 
cesaon of Cyraa, to proceed wiOi tile iwinft. 
In the space of fire yean it was cotopleCed; 
and iSbef held in it the Feast of the Passover, 
widi prayer and thanksgiving. 

Daring the reign of king Artaxerxes^ die pions 
priest Ezra conducted another train of liberated 
Jews to Jerusalemy and brou^t with him sodi 
odier utensils of gold and sflver belonging to the 
Itople, as had been left behiiod at Babylon. 
Ndiemiah obtained permission frran king Ar- 
taxerxes to rebuild die entire city of Jerusalem^ 
and to surround it with waHs. 
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XXX CONSTANCY AND DEATH OF 

SEVEN BROTHERS AND THEIR MO- 
THER, FOR THEIR RELIGION AND 
COUNTRY. 

The mighty empire of Persia was overthrown by 
Alexander, king of Macedon. After his death 
his generals divided his vast dominions, and 
Judah fell to the share of the Ptolemies, and 
afterwards became subject to the Seleucide, in 
Syria. 

Antiochus Epiphanes, a king of this dynasty, 
severely oppressed the Jews. He prohibited the 
celebration of festivals, and the offering of sacri- 
fices in the Temple; caused their sacred books to 
be torn in pieces and burnt; erected altars to 
idols, and forced the Jews to sacrifice to them. 
All who refiised to do so were put to death. 

At the time of this cruel persecution, a mother 
and her seven sons were charged with refiising to 
eat flesh forbidden by the law, as they were com- 
manded by a royal ordinance. They were car- 
ried before the king, and he threatened them 
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with the most excruciatiDg torments, unless they 
obeyed his injunction. 

Both the mother and her sons steadfastly re- 
fused to do any thing in violation of the law <^ 
the Jews. The king then ordered one after 
another to be tortured in die most cruel man- 
ner : they all endured the pain with heroic for- 
titude. " What wouldst thou with us?" cried 
the first : " we are all ready to die, rather than 
transgress the laws of our fathers." 

His tongue was pulled out, his arms and Ieg9 
ent off, and his body broiled upon a slow fire. 
The pious youth bore with constancy his inex- 
pressible agony, till he yielded up his spirit. 
His mother and brothers witnessed his torments, 
and strove to comfort and cheer him and each 
other. 

Thus was one child after another tortured to 
death. Not a murmur was uttered by any of 
them, but they all bore their cruel sufferings 
with wonderfiii patience. *' The king," said they 
to each other, '^ hath power to kill the body, but 
God shall once raise it up to glory." The mother 
aborted her sons, and filled them with cou- 
; n^sons spirits. 



CONSTANCY OF SfiVEN BROTHERS. lOa 

The youngest son had been obliged to look on 
while all his six brothers were in this manner 
tortured to death. It was hoped that this sight 
would shake his constancy. Nay, king Antio- 
chus himself flattered him, and promised to 
make him both a rich and a happy man, if he 
would obey his commands. 

The youth would not hearken to him, and 
declared that he would rather die than turn 
from the laws of his fathers. The king then 
called his mother, and exhorted her to prevail 
on him to comply with his desire. She pro- 
mised to counsel her son for the best. She then 
encouraged him, in the Hebrew language, which 
the king did not understand, to remain steadfast, 
and to earn the reward which God would not 
fail to bestow on his brothers. 

The young man then cried out ; " I will not 
obey the king's commandment, but I will adhere 
to the law that God hath given to us by Moses;'' 
and he cheerfully prepared to endure the most 
horrible tortures. The mother, too, met deadi 
with courage, after she had seen her sons sufTet 
all their pangs and the most cruel of deaths with 
unshaken fortitude. 
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XXXI JOB'S PIOUS RESIGNATION. 

Job was a man of wealth and consequence ; lie 
had sons and daughters, lived, in affluence, and 
might be called happy ; yet in his prosperi^ he 
forgot not God, neither did he depart from the 
ways of righteousness. 

God visited him with afflicitions, in order to 
try his piety and virtue. Messenger after niM- 
senger brought him tidings of successive misfiiF- 
tunes. His cattle were carried offby enemiai; 
his sheep were killed by lightning ; the house in 
which his children were feasting fell down, and 
they perished in the ruins. 

Job was shocked by all these calamitieB, 
which befel him one after another. He bore 
them, nevertheless, with resignation to the will 
of God, and said: ''Naked came I out of my 
mother's womb, and naked shall I return to the 
dust from which I sprang. The Lord hath given; 
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name 
of the Lord I" The measure of his afflictions 
not yet full. His health declined : boils 
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and sores covered his body from the sole of his 
foot to the crown of his head, and emitted such 
a noisome smell that every one avoided him, 
and his wife mocked him, saying : '' Dost thott 
still remain in thy simplicity ? Curse God and 
die.'' Job reproved her for this foolish speech ; 
full of confidence and resignation, he said : 
" Have we not always received good at the 
hands of God? Shall we not also patiently 
bear evil V* 

Three friends, who had heard of Job's mis- 
fortunes, came to see him, and sincerely sym- 
pathised in his afflictions. At the same time 
they pretty clearly intimated, that it was per- 
haps on account of sins which he had secretly 
committed, that he was now so severely pu- 
nished by the Almighty. 

Job maintained his innocence, and endea- 
voured to prove to his friends that the all-wise 
God often sends afflictions upon the good, for 
reasons inscrutable to us, and to try their virtue; 
that we are not always permitted to fathom the 
divine dispensations ; that it is our duty to 
submit to them with patience and resignation; 
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and under beavy calamities to pray to God 
for help and deliverance. 

God himself rebuked these three friends in 
a vision, for their foolish opinion, and enjoined 
them to. offer a burnt offering, and to seek Job's 
intercession, that they might obtain forgiveness 
for their silly speech. 

Job recovered his health, and God again gave 
faim children and wealth. His example teaches 
that all afflictions turn to our benefit, when we 
bear them patiently, and submit with resigna- 
tion to the dispensations of Providence. 
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XXXIL — BUTH ACCOMPANIES HER 
MOTHERJN.LAW TO THE LAND OF 
ISRAEL. 

■ 

At the time of ihe judges, there was a great 
dearth and famine in Israel. Many people re- 
moved to other countries in quest of sustenance. 
Elimelech, the Bethlehemite, went with his wife, 
Naomi, and his two sons, into the land of Moab, 
and continued there. The sons I^'arried women 
of Moab, iiamed Orpah and Riith : but boUi their 
&ther and they died in this istrange land, and 
Naomi was left alone. 

She resolved to return to her own country. 
Her daughters-in>law would have accompanied 
her, but Naomi would not permit diem to go iuto 
a foreign land, because, as natives of Moab, they 
would be more likely to find other husbands 
among the Moabites than in Israel. 

Ruth, however, was not to be dissuaded from 
going with her mother-in-law to the land of 
Israel. " Whither thou goest," said she, " I 
will go; where thou diest will I die, and there 
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XXXIII.-.TOBIAS IS AGCOMPANIfiD ON 
HIS JOURNEY BY AN ANGEL. 

The aged Tobit, a very pious tnan, was out of 
those Israelites who were carried captiTe jilto 
Assyria. Even in captivity he strictly fcOovred 
the law of Moses. 

God rewarded his piety. Tobit gained the 
&vour of Salmanassar, who left him at p^iisct 
liberty. He amassed in Assyria considembLe 
property, which he applied to the relief and as- 
sistance of his captive countrymen. Thai, <m 
one occasion, he lent a considerable sum of money 
to an Israelite dwelling in Media, merely taking 
his written acknowledgment of the debt. 

Under Senacherib, the successor of Salma- 
nassar, the Jews in captivity were severely op- 
pressed : many of them were put to death, and 
their bodies were denied a decent burial. Tobit 
buried them privately at night, and as, fatigued 
widi this labour, he lay asleep at the entrance of 
hifl habitation, the dung of a swallow fell into his 
eyes and deprived him of sight. This misfor- 

e he bore with Tea\§i\^V\oTvVo ^^ ^wvxnr^"^. 
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Tobit, believing that his death was at hand, 
directed his son Tobias to take a journey to 
Media, to demand payment of the money which 
he had lent to the Israelite who dwelt there; and 
he gave him much good counsel before his de- 
parture. The son looked about for an attendant 
to accompany him. A handsome, courteous, 
and well-behaved young man offered his services, 
and promised the parents to bring back their son 
safe and sound. 

On the journey, Tobias went into the river 
Tigris to wash himself; and a prodigious fish 
leapt at him, so that Tobias was affrighted, and 
called for help. His attendant told him to lay 
hold of the fish, to draw it to land, to kill it, and 
to preserve the heart, gall, and liver, because 
those parts were salutary in certain diseases. 
This fish supplied them with food for several 
days, during their journey through uninhabited 
regions. 

They stopped at the house of an Israelite, 
named Raguel, who recognised Tobias as the 
son of his cousin. Raguel had an only daughter, 
who was afflicted with a grievous malady. Ac- 
cording to the direction of his companion, Tobias 
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XXXIV. _ THE ANOEL GABRIEL RE. 
VEALS TO DANIEL THE COMING OF 
THE MESSIAH. 

Ddbino die Babylonish captivity, som^ of the 
children of the principal Israelites were brought 
up at court. Among these were Daniel and 
three others. They were supplied with food 
from the royal table ; but^ as the law of Moses 
forbade the eating of meats prepared byheathen, 
they requested the overseer to give them only 
pulse and water ; and this simple fare agreed so 
well with them, that they looked better than the 
otb^ children, who ate of the king's dishes. 
These youths made such progress also in learning 
andipnsdom, that^at their examination, they were 
found to surpass all the rest in knowledge. 

Dsnlel paiticularly displayed the acuteness of 
his understanding, when the chaste Susannah 
was unjustly condemned to be stoned. By his 
means the innocent woman was saved, and her 
false accusers were sentenced to die ; and by his 
wise counsels on this and many other occasions, 
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the Jews should never more have tbeir own 
jMrinces and laws as an independent nation. 
We know that all these prophecies have been 
iccumtely fulfilled. 
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slain; Daiius, the king of Media,, conquered 
the kingdom, and became the ruler of the 
Assyrians. 

Daniel was invested with high offices under 
king Darius. Envious and malicious men 
sought to effect his downfal; and because be 
prayed thrice a-day to the true God, contrary to 
the prohibition of the king, he was thrown into 
a den in which ferocious lions were kept But 
the lions harmed him not, and he came forth un- 
injured out of the den. 

Daniel exposed to Cyrus, king of Persia, who 
had subdued also Assyria and Media, the delu- 
sions of the heathen priests, and rendered him 
favourable to the Jewish people. 

Inspired by God, Daniel also put forth im- 
portant prophecies. He predicted that the 
Jewish people should obtain permission to re- 
turn to Canaan, and to rebuild the Temple and 
the walls of Jerusalem ; that, at the expiration 
of four hundred and ninety years, the Messiah 
should be bom, but also put to death ; that God 
would then forsake the Jewish people, and dis- 
perse them over the face of the earth ; and that 
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XXXV.— THE WISE M^N GUIDED BY A 
STAR FROM THE EAST TO THE 
BIRTH-PLACE OF JESUS. 

The coming of the Messiah had long been fore- 
told by the prophets to the Jew». They ex- 
pected him to appear as a mighty monarch, who 
should ddiver them ^m the dominion of the 
Romans. The birth of Jesus was preceded by 
that of John, who was destined to prepare the 
Je^% lor the coming of the Messiah. His father, 
Zaohariah, was a piotis Jewish priest, and his 
mother's name was Elizabeth. When Zachariah 
was one day burning incense in the Temple, 
God made known to him, by an angel, that 
his wife should bring forth a son, to whom he 
w£Ls to give the name of John. The father accus- 
tomed his son to all sorts of privatioiui, as the 
angel had commanded him; and he grew up to 
be a man filled with the spirit of God, who 
preached the coming of the Messiah, in the wil- 
derness, to the people, and earnestly exhorted 
them to amend their lives. 

u2 
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the diildy took him in his masAy held him up, 
and with holy transport exclaimed : ^ Lord, noW 
let thy servant die in peace, for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation ! This child shall he- 
come a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of thy people Israel I" He then gave 
back the child unto his mother, saying: **Thy 
son is bom for the happiness of many who shall 
^ow him, but for the misery of such as shall 
oppose him. He shall cause many to fall, but 
many too shall be raised up by him.^' 

There was also in the Temple a widow, 
fourscore and four years old, named Anna, 
who served God vnth festing and prayer, night 
and day. She, too, recognised in the infant the 
Redeemer of the world, and spoke of liim to 
all who looked for the coming of the Messiah. 

The parents returned with the infant to Beth- 
lehem. When he was about two years of age, 
they were visited by some strangers of distin- 
guished rank and learning, who are commonly 
called the Wise Men of the East. Herod 
i^igned cit that time in Judea. The Wise Men 
weot to Jerusalem, where he kept his court, and 
.fliked, ** Where is the new-bom king of the 
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Jews ? We have seen his star in the east, and 
are come to worship him." 

Herod was troubled at this inquiry : he gar 
thered together all the chief priests and scribes, 
and demanded of them where Christ should be 
bom. They answered, at Bethlehem. 

Then Herod privately sent for the Wise Men, 
inquired of them when they had first seen Ae 
star, and said : ^' Go ye to Bethlehem, seaidi 
diligently for the young child, and when ye have 
found him, bring me word again, that I may go 
and worship him also." 

The Wise Men departed. The star which 
they had seen in their own country went before 
them, guiding them in the way, till it stood still 
over the spot where the infant was. And when 
Ihey had come into die house, they fell down 
and paid him profound reverence, and presented 
to him gifb, gold, and frankincense, and myrrii. 
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XXXVL— JESUS, AT THE AGE OF 
TWELVE YEARS, IS FOUND IN THE 
TEMPLE AMONG THE DOCTORS OF 
THE LAW. . . 

The Wise Men were warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, and went back to their oim 
country by another way. An angel appeared 
to Joseph also in a dream, commanding him 
to flee with the child fix>m Judea to Egypt, 
because Herod would seek to destroy him. Jo- 
seph immediately departed secretly, and arriTed 
safely in Egypt. 

Herod, meanwhile, had been waiting in vain 
for the return of the Wise Men, from whom he 
expected to learn where Jesus was to be found, 
for he had determined to put him to death. 
Perceiving, however, that the Wise Men had 
deceived him, he commanded all the male 
children, not more than two years old, in Beth- 
lehem and the neighbouring country, to be slain, 
making sure that the infant Jesus must be in- 
cluded in the number. But Jesus was safe 
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from the cruelty of the king, in Egypt, and there 
he remained till Herod died. Ke then returned 
with his parents to Judea, and dwelt with them 
at Nazareth, in Galilee. 

In obedience to the law of Moses, Mary and 
Joseph went every year to Jerusalem, to the 
Feast of the Passover, which was held in grate- 
ful commemoration of the departure of their 
forefathers from Egypt. When Jesus was twelve 
years old, they took him with them to this fes- 
tival. While there, Jesus was fond of being in 
the Temple, especially among the teachers of 
the law, who instructed the people in the will 
of God. When the festival was over, and his 
parents set out on their return home, their son^ 
unobserved by them, tarried behind in the 
Temple at Jerusalem. Supposing that he was 
with some of their kindred and acquaintance, 
they travelled onward a day^s journey ; but when 
they reached the place where they were to lodge 
for the night, he was still missing. They now 
anxiously hastened back to Jerusalem, and, after 
a search of three days, they found him in the 
Temple, among the doctors, listening attentively 
to their discourse, and even asking them ques- 
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XXXVII JOHN PREACHES AND BAP* 

TISES IN THE JORDAN. 

Jesus afterwards abode, till he was thirty years 
of age, with his parents at Nazareth. I>aring 
this time John dwelt in the wildemeu, near th« 
river Jordan, and began to prea<^. He wore a 
garment of camel's hair, and a lea&em girdle 
about his loins; and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. 

People went oat from Jerusalem, and ftom all 
Jiidea, and ftom all the region round about Jor- 
dan, to hear his discourses. He announced to 
them the coming of the Messiah, and exhorted 
them to r^entance. ^ I am a messenger of the 
Lord," said he, ^^ sent to proclaim the coming 
of the Saviour, for which ye ought to prepare 
yourselves by an amendment of your lives. Re- 
pent you of your sins." 

When they confessed their sins, and promised 
to lead a better life, John baptised them in the 
river Jordan. The people, who were most 
anxiously awaiting the Redeemer, took him for 
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the Messiah; but he publicly declared, '^I am 
not he. I baptise you with water only, to dedi- 
cate you to a purer life ; but there cometh after 
me one who is mightier than I, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose. He 
is the Messiah.^' 

About this time Jesus, being then thirty years 
of age, came to John in the wilderness, and de- 
sired to be baptised by him. John, with great 
humility, hesitated, and said : " 1 have more 
need to be baptised by thee." Jesus persisted 
in his request, and John baptised him in the 
Jordan. When Jesus went out of the water 
upon the bank of the river, the heavens were 
Opened, the Spirit of God descended like a dove, 
and hovered over him, and a voice from heaven 
said : ^' This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased." 

Jesus then went into a wilderness not far from 
Jerusalem, and prepared himself in solitude for 
his ministry, by meditation and a fast of forty 
days. The tempter caitie to him, and said : 
*• Thou art hungry ; if then thou be the Son of 
God, command that these stones be made 
bread." Jesus answered ; " It i« written in 
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the law — Man shall not live by biead alone^ 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God." 

The tempter then carried him to the flat roof 
of the Temple, in Jerusalem, and said to him : 
" Cast thyself down ; if thou be the Son of God 
thou canst not hurt thyself; for it is written, 
that God hath commanded his angels to protect 
thee.*' But Jesus replied : " It is also written 
in the law — Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God." 

The tempter then took him upon an exceeding 
high mountain, shewed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their glory, and said : " All these 
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me." 

Jesus, full of indignation, then cried : " Be- 
gone from me, Satan ! It is written — Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve." 

The tempter immediately left him, and angels 
came and ministered unto him. 
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XXXVIII JESUS PREACHES ON THE 

MOUNT. 

Jesus again went to the wilderness where John 
was baptising, and he proclaimed him unto all 
present as the Son of God. " Tim/* said he^ 
<< is the Lamb of God, who taketh awaj the sins 
of the world." 

Two disciples of John^ named Andrew and 
Peter^ straightway followed Jesus> and brought 
to him two others, Philip and Nathaniel. From 
time to time they were joined by more, and out 
of their nunlber Jesus chose twelve, who were 
called apostles. These were always about him, 
and they conversed with him as his disciples 
and his intimate friends. 

With them Jesus went to a wedding at Cana 
in Gvsdilee, where he wrought his first miracle, by 
changing water into wine, which was wanting 
towards the conclusion of the feast. 

Jesus now began to preach. He abode for 
some time with his disciples at Capernaum, and 
then went to Jerusalem, to the Feast of the Pass- 
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over. There was a great noise in &e court of 
the Temple, \vhere the money-changers had 
placed their tables, and where people were 
selling oxen, and sheep, and doves. Jesus over- 
threw the tables, and drove away the sellers 
and buyers, saying : " My Father's house is 
not a house of merchandise, but a house of 
prayer." 

One of the first upon whom the preaching and 
miracles of Jesus made a deep impression, was 
Nicodemus. a member of the chief council. He 
came by night to Jesus, and required explana^ 
tions and instruction on certain doubtful points. 
Jesus assured him that the Son of God had 
come into the world, not to condemn the world, 
but that through him the world might be saved. 
He that believeth on him shall not be con- 
demned. 

On a journey to Galilee, Jesus rested at Jacob's 
Well, near the town of Sichar. A Samaritan 
woman came for water : Jesus asked her to give 
him to drink, and took occasion to teach her 
that '^God is a spirit, and that those who wor- 
ship him, must worship him in sjnrit and in 
truth." 



XXXIX — JESUS ttKALINO THE SICK, 
RSCEIV£S UESSENGEHS FROM JOHN, 



Jcfls preached id the country alionr Jordan, 
proclaitniDg the coming of the MuGia)i, ei- 
boniag his hearera lo amead their lives, ^Bii 
htyaaag lh«in. llis proeeedings displeased 
king Rerod, who was apprehensive that JdIid, 
in collecUag d>out hiia so mtuy adherenLs, 
designed lo set himself up for the sonreign 
of Judea. He caused hiia, iberefote, w be 
tJiken Mid shut up ia piisoi). 

Even in prison John contimied to prtucli. 
Herod himself went (o bear faim, and he per- 
mitted his disciples to visit him. John, box- 
ever, referred ihem lo Jesus, telling them in 
consider him as the promised MessiEih, and lo 
listen 10 his divine precepts. 

The disciples, nevertheless, had doubts coii< 

ceming Jesus, because he was neither habited 

nor lived after the fashion of the propheia. 

Joliu then sent two of his disciples to Jesus, 

whether he was really the Meinafi. 
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"When they came to Jesus, to question him on 
this point, he was surrounded by the sick, upon 
whom he laid his hands, and whom he healed. 
Jesus said to the disciples of John : '< From 
what ye have just seen, ye may know who 
I am. The blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the dumb speak, the deaf hear, the lepers 
are cleansed. Judge not of me from the sim- 
plicity of my appearance and way of life, but 
from my works." The disciples of John were 
convinced that Jesus was the promised Mes- 
siah, and they departed full of reverence. 

Herod soon afterwards kept his birtli-day, and 
gave a sumptuous feast, to which the grandees 
of the realm were invited. On this occasion, 
the king and his guests were so delighted with 
the dancing of the daughter of Herodias, his 
brother's wife, that Herod promised with an 
oath to give her whatsoever she would ask, 
were it even the half of his kingdom. Having 
consulted her mother, whose hatred John had 
excited by censuring the sinfulness of her life, 
she instructed her daughter to ask the king for 
the head of John. 

The king was sorry when he heard her desire. 
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for he could not withhold his respect from the 
pious man ; but having given his royal vrord, 
and confirmed it with an oath, he sent the exe- 
cutioner to the prison, to behead John. The 
executioner laid the head upon a dish, gave it 
to the damsel, and she carried it to her mother. 
The disciples of John came, and took up the 
body and buried it. When Jesus heard of the 
cruel death of John, he went forth into the 
wilderness, and the people followed him. 
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XL. ~ JESUS RAISES LAZABUS FROM 

THE DEAD. 

Jesvs continued to instruct the people^ and to 
vroik miracles^ by which he demonstrated his 
diWiie mission. After he had finished the ser- 
mon on the mount, perceiving a leper a&r 0% 
be said, full of compassion : *^ I will ; be thou 
clean ;*' and the diseased man was instantly 
cleansed from his leprosy. At Capernaum, a 
tnan afflicted with palsy was brought to him 
lying upon a bed. Jesus said : ^* Arise, take up 
thy bed, and walk ;** and the patient was cured 
of his disease, took his bed upon his shoulders, 
thanked Jesus, and went joyfully home. 

One sabbath-day Jesus restored a man whose 
right hand had long been lame. At the pool of 
Bethesda he healed one who had bad an in- 
firmity thirty-eight years. At Capernaum, a 
Roman centurion sent messengers to Jesus, re- 
vesting him to restore his sick servant to health. 
Jesus was going to his house : the centurion met 
him : ** Lord,'* said he, ^< I am not worthy that 
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thou shouldst enter my house : speak but a word 
and my servant shall be healed." Jesus mar- 
veUed at the faith of the centurion^ and said to 
him : *' Go home, thy servant is healed ;" and 
the servant recovered in that same hour. 

At the gate of the city of Nain, Jesus met a 
ftmeral procession. The only son of a widow, 
who wept bitterly, was carried forth to be buried. 
Moved with compassion, Jesus said to the 
widow: " Weep not." To the deceased, he 
said : " Young man, I say unto thee, arise !" 
and he arose,, and spoke, and knew his mother. 

While Jesus,, with his disciples^ was crossing 
the sea of Galilee in a ship, a storm, which 
threatened them with destruction, arose while he 
slept. The disciples, full of fear and anxiety, 
awoke Jesus. He said : " Peace ! be still !" 
and the winds and waves were obedient to his 
command. 

When Jesus returned, a great concourse of 
people awaited him on the shore, and among 
them Jairus, the ruler of a synagogue, whose 
daughter was just dead. A woman who had 
long been afiUcted with a grievous disease, 
paAed through the croYid to Jesus^ touched the 
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skirt of his garment, and was restored to health. 
Jaims felt at the f^ of Jesus, and implored him 
to recall his daughter to life. JeSus went to the 
damsel, took hold of her hand, and straightway 
she arose, and lived. 

As he was going from the house of Jaims, two 
blind men called out to him : " Jesus, have 
mercy upon us !" Jesus said : " Be it unto you 
according to your faith ;*' and the blind re- 
covered their sight. 

At the village of Bethany, about two miles 
from Jerusalem, dwelt two pious sisters, Mary 
and Martha, with their brother Lazarus. Jesus 
frequently went to their house, and was much 
attached to them. On a journey to Jerusalem^ 
he was informed that Lazarus was dead; and 
when Jesus arrived at Bethany, Lazarus had lain 
four days in the grave already. His sisters were 
inconsolable. 

Jesus went to the sepulchre, caused the stone 
which lay upon it to be taken away, prayed aloud 
to his heavenly Father^ and cried : ** Lazarus, 
come forth !^^ Lazarus arose, and came forth 
out of the sepulchre. 

I 2 
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Thus did Jesus every where perform great 
miracles for the benefit of mankind, and there- 
by afford incontestable evidence of his divine 
mission. 
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XLL-^THE TRANSFIGURATION OF 
JESUS ON THE MOUNTAIN. 

Jesto repaired with his disciples to the Gountry 
near, die Jordan, where John had formeriy 
preached. He wished to convince them (hat 
he was trulj the Son of Grod, that no donbts 
mig^ be raised in their minds by his ap- 
proaching sttflferings^ and his death upon the 
croffs. 

On dieir wigr thither, Jesus told his disciples 
that the time should soon arrive when all dkose 
things which Uie prophets had long before pre- 
dicted should be folfilled in him ; that he should 
be delivered up to the Romans, persecuted, and 
finally pat to death ; but that on the third day 
he should rise again from the dead. 

Jesus then ascended a mountain with Peter, 
James, and John. When they had reached the 
top, it became unusually light, and a brightnesa 
was diffused around them. The disciples, in 
astonishment, looked at Jesus ; and his iace did 
shine as the sun, his raiment was white as the 
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light, so that their eyes were dazzled with the 
brilliance. Moses and Elias, men of the old 
covenant, who had been dead for ages, appeared 
talking with Jesus. Peter was transported, and 
said to Jesus : " If thou wilt, let us build taber- 
nacles, that we may dwell here." 

While he yet spoke, the bright light became 
fainter, and a voice from heaven said : ** This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased : 
hear him, and follow his precepts." When the 
disciptes heard this, they were sore afraid, and 
fell upon their faces on the ground, and durst 
not look up. Jesus touched them, and said: 
^^ Arise ; be not afraid." The disciples rose from 
the ground, and when they looked about they 
saw no man, save Jesus only, and the ordinaiy 
light of day. 

They now felt thoroughly convinced that Jesus 
was the Son of God, whom he had sent upon 
earth for the instruction and salvation of men ; 
and they firmly believed in him and in his 
words. This faith could no more be shaken by 
his approaching sufferings and his ignominious 
death ; but Jesus charged them to tell the 
vision which they had seen to no man, until 
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he should he again risen from the dead. Then 
they were to proclaim every where that they 
had seen the glory of the only-begotten Son 
of God. • 
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XLIL — SOLEMN ENTRY OF JESUS 
INTO JERUSALEM. 

During the third year of his mimstryy Jems 
had continued teaching assiduously, and wrought 
many and great miracles, that men might know 
that he was truly the Son of God, and believe his 
doctrine. To spread this doctrine in every part 
of Judea which he could not himself visit, he 
sent forth seventy-two disciples, in all directions, 
to preach his word. " Go forth," said he to 
them at their departure, ^^ as lambs among 
wolves. Hasten to do that which I bid yoa^ 
and delay not. Stay not to provide garments 
for the journey: To every house that ye enter, 
wish happiness. Eat what is set before you. 
Heal the sick wheresoever ye find them. Pro- 
claim every where that I am come upon the 
earth. If they will not receive you in one city, 
go to another. When they receive, and hear, 
and honour you, it is the same as if it were done 
unto me. Those who reject and despise, and 
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turn a deaf ear unto you, I consider as having 
treated me in the same manner/' 

The disciples did as Jesas had commanded 
them. They then returned, and related to him 
what they had done ; and Jesus said : '^ Thanks 
and praise be to tliee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that thou hast revealed these doctrines 
to thy honest and upright servants V* 

The time now approached when Jesus was ta 
suffer, and to complete the work of redemption 
upon the cross. Many believed in Jesus; but 
the high-priests and the Scribes were always his 
enemies, and persecuted him secretly and openly, 
and sought to kill him. 

Jesus went with his disciples from Bethany to 
Jerusalem, and once more foretold to them his 
sufferings, his death, and his resurrection on the 
third day. When he had come to the Mount oi 
Olives, which is not hx from Jerusalem, he 
resolved to make his solemn entry into the city 
in the manner that the prophets had predicted 
concerning the Messiah. He sent two of his 
disciples to the village of Bethphage, to fetch a 
she-ass, with her colt, which they would find 
tied up there, and bring them to him. 
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The disciples laid iheir clothes upon the ass, 
Jesus seated himself upon them, and rode into 
the city surrounded by a very great multitude, 
joyfully shouting : " Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the' Lord !'' Many spread their 
garments in the way, while others cut down 
branches of trees, and strewed them upon the 
road, at his appraach. He surveyed the great 
city and its inhabitants, who would not acknow- 
ledge him to be the true Messiah, and sorrow- 
fiilly exclaimed : ^* Oh that thou hadst known 
the things that are for thy happiness ! The time 
shall come when thine enemies shall make war 
upon thee, and shall encompass thee with a 
trench, and so lay thee waste that not one stone 
shall be left upon another, because thou hast not 
known and profited by the time of thy pro- 
sperity.*' 
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XLIIL— THE LAST SUPPER. 

Jesus lode into Jerusalem, to the Temple, where 
he again found buyers and sellers, and drove 
them with their cattle out of the court. The 
Scribes and Pharisees, the greatest enemies of 
Jesus^ found fault with* him because he had as- 
sumed authority to turn the buyers and sellers 
out of the court of the Jemple. lie told them 
tkat he was the Son of God, and therefore had a 
right and authority to act as he had done. He 
reproTed them for their unbelief, and, in the 
parables concerning the vineyard, and the king 
wfaa prepared a marriage-feast for his son, he 
prc^esied their destruction. 

With a view to entrap him into something 
offensive to their Roman rulers, the Scribes put 
to him this question : — Whetlier it was lawful to 
pay tribute to the emperor ? Jesus answered : 
<* Render unto Cojsar the things which are 
Caesar's,, and unto God the tilings which are 

God's." 
Jesus Uught also in the Temple the immor- 

K 
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tality of the soul, and the resurrection of the 
dead. He declared the love of God and of one*s 
neighbour to be the main points of his divine 
doctrine; he shewed that the small gift of tbe 
poor widow was more meritorious than all the 
other offerings, because she of her penury had 
cheerfully given all that she had ; he spoke of 
the destruction of the Temple, and the overthrow 
of the Jewish kingdom; and taught his disciples, 
in parables, how to conduct themselves in that 
season of calamity and distress. 

The Feast of the Passover drew nigh. Jesus 
commanded his disciples to provide the repast. 
He partook of it with them, and said that this 
was the last meal which they should take together. 
Supper being ended, Jesus rose and washed the 
feet of the disciples as they sat at the table. Peter 
signified how much Jesus humbled himself be- 
fore them by this office of friendship ; but Jesos 
said : ** Learn ye from what I have do:ie to you 
so to do unto one another." 

Jesus again sat down at . the table, and said 
that one of the disciples should betray him. He 
once more admonished them to love one another, 
spoke of his sufferings ^ud death as being near 
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at band, and instituted the Lord's Sapper in 
memoiy of his inexpressible love. " This is the 
last supper,'' said the divine Saviour, ^^ that we 
shall eat together. This is the last time that we 
shall drink of the fruit of the vine." He then 
took the bread that was left, and gave thanks, 
and brake it, and divided it among his disciples, 
saying : '' Take, eat ; this is my body, which is 
given for you a sacrifice to the cross." He then 
took the cup with wine, gave it to his disciples 
to drink, and said : ^* Take it, drink ye all of it ; 
for this is my blood — ^the blood of the new cove* 
nant — which is shed for you and for many, for 
the remission of sins. This do in remembrance 
of me!" 
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XLIV. —JUDAS BETRAYS JESUS BY 

A KISS. 

During the last supper, Jesus had foretold with 
sorrow to the disciples that one of them would 
betray him and deliver him into the hands of 
his enemies. He meant Judas. 

This covetous, un^teful disciple rose firom 
his Master*s table, went to his enemies^ and 
said to them : '* What will ye give me to de- 
liver Jesus into your hands?'' They promised 
him thirty pieces of silver; and Judas resolved 
to commit the treacherous act. 

Nf^ile Judas was absent from the table, 
Jesus said to Peter: "This very night, before 
the cock crow, thou sbalt deny me thrice^ and 
protest that thou knowest me not." 

Afler supper Jesus went with his disciples to 
the Mount of Olives, in the garden of Gethse- 
mane, to pray. Taking with him only Peter, 
James, and John, he left the rest behind, ex- 
horting them to prayer, saying : '* Watch and 
pray, that ye may be preserved from evil." He 
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then went further with the three disciples, and 
in reference to the painful sufferings that awaited 
him, he said : " My soul is exceeding sorrow- 
fill, even unto death/' Jesus then left these 
three disciples, with the admonition: ** Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation." 
He then fell upon his knees, and upon his 
face, and prayed : " O Father, if it be possible, 
take this cup of bitter anguish away from me ! 
Yet not my will, but thine, be done!" And 
there came an angel from heaven and strength- 
ened Jesus. 

Being in an agony, the sweat fell like great 
drops of blood from his face upon the ground, 
and he began to pray more earnestly. A third 
time he prayed, returned to his disciples, and 
said : " Behold, the hour is come when the Son 
of Man shall be betrayed into the hands of 
sinners." 

A multitude of armed men approached. Jesus 
asked : " Whom seek ye ?" They answered : 
" Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus said unto them : 
**I am he." Then Judas advanced, and said: 
*' Hail, Master 1" and kissed him. At this sign, 
which had been agreed upon, the officers of 
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jiMtioe idzed Jesus, and carried him away 
prisoDer. 

The disciples would have resisted. Peter 
drew a sword, rushed upon the o£Bcers, and 
smote off the ear of one of them. Jesus en- 
joined him to put up his sword. ^'This bitter 
cup/' said he, '' has been prepared for me by 
my heavenly Father.'' 

Jesus suffered himself to be led away as 
meekly as a lamb. The disciples were thrown 
intp such consternation by the apprehension of 
Jmus, that they fled. Peter and John alone 
ventured to follow him at a distance. 
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XLV JESUS BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

OF THE PRIESTS. 

Jesus was carried by the armed men before 
CaiaphaSi the high-priest, where the magistrates, 
all of them enemies of Jesus, were assembled, 
to examine him, and to pronounce sentence of 
deadi upon him. It was already midnight. 

Caiaphas, the high-priest, then asked Jesus 
coDoeming his disciples and his doctrine. '' I 
liare always taught publicly/* replied Jesus : 
*^ thou needest but ask those who heard me 
concerning the nature of my doctrine; they 
can best bear witness what I have said." For 
this answer, one of the officers who stood by 
struck Jesus in the face, and this outrage passed 
unpunished by the judges. 

Two false witnesses then came forward against 
Jesus ; but they could not lay any thing criminal 
to his charge, and their evidence did not agree. 

Caiaphas then said, emphatically, to Jesus : 
" I adjure thee, by the living God, that thou 
tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of 
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God !'' *' I am,** replied Jesus. Caiaphas was 
so enraged that he rent his clothes, crying: 
*^ This man hath blasphemed God ; what 
need have we of further witnesses ? His guilt 
is proved.*' "He is a blasphemer 1" exclaimed 
all present. " He deserves the punishment of 
death !" When this sentence was pronounced, 
the council broke up. 

Jesus was strictly guarded in the house of 
Caiaphas. The servants of the judges treated 
him barbarously, spitting in his face, blindfold- 
ing him, buffeting him, and then sayin?, jeer- 
ingly : ** Tell us who it was that smote thee.*' 
These insults and ill usage Jesus bore with 
resignation. 

Peter and John had followed their divine 
Master into the court of the house where Jesus 
was confined, to see what should befall him. 
Both were full of sorrow and concern for their 
Master: Peter was nevertheless afraid of being 
taken for his disciple, and thrice did he deny 
him, on being asked if he was a disciple of 
Jesus, protesting that he did not even know 
him. The cock then crew twice. 

At day-break the next morning the council 
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again assembled to pronounce sentence upon 
Jesus. He was once more asked : " Art thou 
the Messiah ?" and again he answered : *' I 
am." They then agreed unanimously that 
he must die ; but as they had not authority to 
carry this sentence into execution, because they 
were under the Roman dominion, they con- 
ducted him to Pontius Pilate, who was then 
governor and supreme judge of Judea. 

As Jesus was led through the court of the 
house^ he passed near Peter. He turned and 
gave him a significant look. Peter then re- 
membered the fault which he had committed^' 
as Jesus foretold ; and he went out and wept 
bitterly. 
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XLVI— JESUS BROUGHT FORTH TO 
THE PEOPLE BY PILATE. 

Toe members of the council charged Jesus be- 
fore Pilate with seducing the people, and for- 
bidding them to pay tribute to the emperor, 
inasmuch as he gave himself out for the Messiah 
and king. This accusation was so framed as 
to make it appear that Jesus denied the autho- 
rity of the emperor, to whom the Jews were 
tributary. 

Pilate therefore asked Jesus : ** Art thou the 
king of the Jews ?" Jesus answered : ^' I am ; 
but my kingdom is not of this world ; it is not 
an earthly kingdom. I came into the world 
to diffuse the knowledge of the true God, and 
to bear witness to the truth. Whoever believes 
that is my subject.'' 

Then said Pilate to the accusers: ** I find 
no fault in this man : but the councillors per- 
sisted in their accusation, saying : *^ He stirreth 
up the people by his doctrines, from Galilee 
even unto this city." 
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XLVII.^ JESUS ON THE CROSS COM- 
MENDS HIMSELF TO HIS HEAVENLY 
FATHER. 

The soldiers and the servants of the law then 
took Jesus, gave him back his usual garments, 
put on him a purple robe, and conducted him 
to Golgotha, the place appointed for the -cruci- 
fixion. Jesus was forced to bear himself the 
heavy cross ; but being unable to proceed further 
with the loady the centurion charged with die 
execution of the sentence compelled a man 
from Gyrene, named Simon, to cany it for 
him. 

A great number of people followed, and 
among them many women, who bewailed and 
lamented the hard fate of Jesus. He turned to 
them, and said : " Weep not for me ; but for 
yourselves and for your children." 

Two malefactors were led forth with Jesus 
to be put to death. It was about the third 
hour, or nine o'clock, when they arrived at the 
place of execution. Jesus was stripped of his 
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garments ; he vras fastened to the cross by nails 
driven through his hands and feet, and it was 
then erected between the crosses of the two male- 
factors. Over the head of the Redeemer was 
placed the inscription : Jesus of Nazareth, 
King of the Jews. 

Amidst his sufferings on the cross, Jesus was 
bitterly reviled. " If thou be the Son of God/' 
cried one to him, ^^ come down from the cross : 
release thyself. He hath helped others, himself 
he cannot help." Jesus made no reply, but, 
raising his eyes to heaven, he prayed, " Father, 
forgive them ; they know not what they do I'* 

One of the malefactors also railed on him, 
saying: ** If thou be the Messiah, save thyself 
and us.'' The other rebuked him for this speech, 
and said unto Jesus : '' Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom." Jesus 
answered : '' This very day shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise." 

Around the cross stood the mother of Jesus, 
her sister, and Mary Magdalen. Near them 
was John, the beloved disciple of Jesus. Then 
said Jesus to his mother: " Behold there thy 
son 1*' and to the disciple he said : '^ Behold 



100 JESUS ON THB CROSS. 

thy mother 1" From that hour the disciple took 
her to his own home. 

By this time it was the sixth hour^ or noon. 
A sudden darkness came over all the earth, and 
lasted till the ninth hour. Jesus suffered extreme 
agony ; his death approached. He cried : " My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 
and soon afterwards, he said : '^ I thirst.'' Some 
one gave him vinegar, and when he had tasted 
it, he cried with a loud voice : '^ All tliat I was 
ordained by my heavenly Father to do for the 
salvation of man, is now finished. Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit I^' Then Jesus 
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 

Thus was the work of Redemption accom- 
plished by the divine Saviour. Jesus died the 
most agonising of deaths, to redeem us from sin 
and its penalty, and to purchase for us eternal 
happiness. Thanks and praise, O divine Re« 
deemer, be unto thee for ever and ever 1 
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XLiVIII. — THE SEPULCHRE OF JESUS 
SEALED BY THE PRIESTS, AND 
OUARDED BV ROMAN SOLDIERS. 

When Jesus had yielded up his spirit, the veil 
of the Temple was rent in twain from top to 
bottom, the earth quaked, rocks were riven, 
graves opened, and many of the dead rose out 
of them and appeared to their families and 
friends. ^ 

the centurion and all those who were with 
him watching near the cross, overwhelmed with 
fear at the awful events which attended the death 
of Jesus, exclaimed : *' Truly this was the Son 
of God!" The people, too, who had been pre- 
sent at the crucifixion, smote their bresists, and 
returned home filled with consternation. 

That the bodies might not remain upon the 
cross on the Sabbath-day, which would have 
been contrary to the law of Moses, the soldiers, 
with the governor's permission, broke the legs of 
the two malefactors, that they might die and be 
taken away. But when they came to Jesus and 
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saw that he was already dead^ they broke not his 
legs. A soldier, however^ with a spear pierced 
his side^ and from the wound flowed blood and 
water — a sure sigu of real death. 

In the evening, Joseph of Arimathea, a man 
of wealth and consequence, and a secret disciple 
of Jesus, went to Pilate and begged the body of 
Jesus. Pilate wondered that he was dead al- 
ready. He sent to the centurion appointed to 
watch, who confirmed the report of the death of 
Jesus, and the governor then ordered the body 
to be delivered to Joseph. Joseph was joined 
by Nicodemus, who brought a hundred pounds 
weight of myrrh and aloes to embalm the body, 
which they wrapped in grave-clothes. 

Not for from the place of crucifixion there was 
a garden, where Joseph had caused a sepulchre, 
intended for himself, to be hewn out of a rock. 
No corpse had ever yet been laid in it. Thither 
the body of Jesus was carried. Joseph rolled a 
great stone before the sepulchre and went away. 

The high-priests and Pharisees, the enemies 
of Jesus, remembered his having said that he 
should rise from the dead on the third day. 
They feared lest his disciples, in order to make 
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it appear that this pvediction had been fulfilled, 
should come by night, secretly remove the bodyt 
and then give out that Jesus had actually risen 
firom the dead. They went, therefore, to Pilate, 
begging that the sepulchre might be strictly 
watched till the third day, so that the disciples 
might not have access to it. 

Pilate said to the high-priests and Pharisees : 
'^ Make the sepulchre as secure as ye think fit.'' 
So they placed a watch at the sepulchre, and 
sealed the stone which closed the entrance. 
.Thus did the body of Jesus lie in the sepulchre 
from the aflemoon of Friday, and during the 
Sabbath, till the tliird day. 
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XLIX.— JESUS APPEARS TO HIS DIS- 
CIPLES AFTER HIS RESURRECTION. 

When the Sabbath was over, Maiy Magdalen, 
Mary the mother of James, Salome, Joanna, 
and some other women, who were disciples of 
Jesiis, purchased spices to embalm his body. 
Very early on the morning s^er the Sabbath^ 
before the sun had risen, when it was yet 
dark, they went to the sepulchre. And they 
said by the way to one another : ** Who will 
roll the stone from the entrance of the sepuldire 
for us ?" 

When they had come to the sepulchre, the 
stone was removed, and the guard gone. There 
had been during the night a violent earthquake, 
and an angel had come and rolled away the 
stone, and seated himself upon it. His counte« 
nance was like lightning, and his raiment white 
as snow. This was the moment when Jesus rose 
gloriously from the dead. Those who kept watch 
were terrified, and fell to the ground; and they 
Hed to the city ; and, btin^ bribed by the chief 
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priests, and elders, they reported, that while they 
were asleep the disciples came and stole the 
body of Jesus. 

When Mary Magdalen saw the sepulchre open 
and empty, she hastened back to the city to Peter 
and John, sorrowfully complaining that the body 
of the Lord, which she and her companions went 
to embalm, had been taken away from the se- 
pulchre. Peter and John ran with all speed to 
the spot, and they also found the sepulchre 
empty. Meanwhile the women had gone into 
the sepulchre, and found that the body of Jesus 
was not there ; but they saw two young men in 
shining garments. Affrighted at this sight, they 
bowed down their faces to the ground, but one 
of the young men said to the women : " Be not 
afraid ; ye seek Jesus, who was crucified. He is not 
here, for he is risen. Come, see the place where 
he hath lain. Now go quickly and tell his dis- 
ciples that he is risen from the dead; and behold, 
he is gone before you into Galilee; there ye shall 
see him.'* 

When Mary Magdalen returned from the city, 
?he stooped down weeping, and looked into the 
sepulchre. There she also saw the two youths 
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in bright gannents, who said to her : " Why 
weepest thou?'' She answered : " Because they 
have taken away my Lord, and I know not 
where they have laid him." Turning round she 
saw Jesus, without knowing him. Supposing 
him to be the gardener, she said : " Sir, hast 
thou taken him away ?" Jesus said to her in 
his usual voice : " Mary !" She then recognised 
him, and exclaimed : " Master !" She would 
have embraced him, but Jesus said : ^* Touch 
me not: go to my disciples and tell them, I 
shall soon ascend to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God." 

On the same day Jesus appeared to two of 
his disciples who were going to the village of 
Emmaus, seven or eight miles from Jerusalem. 
He entered into conversation with them, but 
they knew him not. He accompanied them 
into the house at which they were to tarry ; sat 
down to supper with them, gave thanks to God, 
took bread, broke it and gave it to them, as he was 
accustomed to do with his disciples. Their eyes 
were then opened, and they knew him, and joy- 
fully hastened back to the other disciples to 
inform them that iWy Vi^^ifewv Jwms., 
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L.— JESUS ASCENDS TO HEAVEN. 

Soon afterwards, the disciples being at Jerusa- 
lem, in a room into which they had locked them- 
selves for fear of the enemies of their Master, 
Jesus appeared in the midst of them, and saluted 
them with the words : " Peace be unto you P 
The disciples were affrighted, and supposed that 
they saw a spirit : but Jesus said : *' Behold my 
hands and my feet; and convince yourselves 
that it is I myself;'' and he ate of the fish and 
honey which the disciples set before him. 

Thomas, one of the disciples, who was then 
absent, would not believe what die others related 
to him. . After eight days, Jesus again appeared 
to his disciples, when Thomas was with them. 
Turning to Thomas, he said : *' Reach hither thy 
finger, and behold my hands ; reach hither thy 
hand, and put it into the womid in my side ; and 
be not faithless, but believe that I am risen.'' 
Thomas, thoroughly convinced, exclaimed : " My 
Lord and my God !'* Jesus said : " Because 
thou hast seen me, thou believest my resurrec- 
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tion : blessed are they who have not seen, and 
yet believe." 

Jesus also shewed himself to his disciples at 
the sea of Tiberias, where they were fishing. On 
this occasion, he asked Peter three times if he 
loved him ;. and Peter each time answered : 
*' Lord, thou know est that I love thee." 

One day, the eleven apostles, and more than 
fifteen hundred other disciples, were assembled 
on a mountain in Galilee. Jesus appeared to 
them and said : " Go ye forth into all the world, 
teaching all nations, and baptising them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Teach them to observe all those 
things which I have commanded you." 

Jesus appeared to them again at Jerusalem, 
and enjoined then^ to tarry there till they should 
be endued with power from on high. 

On the fortieth day afler the resurrection, 
Jesus led his disciples as far as Bethany ; he 
lifted up his hands, and while he was blessing 
them, he was parted from them, and carried up 
into heaven, A cloud concealed him from their 
sight. The disciples continued to gaze afler 
him ; and wliile they vj^xe \ooV\^« ^\ft.dfesdy to 
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heayeiiy two men in white apparel accosted 
them, and said : " Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing up into heaven? Jesus, who is taken 
up from you, shall come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven/' 

The disciples returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy, praising and blessing God. 
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LI— PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON 
BY AN ANGEIi. 

Jesus had, before his ascension to heaven, pro- 
mised his disciples to send the Holy Ghost to 
them. " Ye shall receive a full measure of the 
Holy Spirit," said the divine Redeemer, " and 
ye shall then bear witness to my resurrection, 
in Jerusalem, in Samaria, and in the whole 
world." 

Ten days after the ascension of Jesus, at the 
Feast of Pentecost, or the Harvest Feast, when 
the Jews also celebrated the giving of the law 
on Mount Sinai, the apostles were assembled 
for the purpose of prayer. They were twelve in 
nunber, for they had chosen Matthias to fill the 
place of the traitor Judas. And suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven as of a mighty, 
rushing wind, and it shook the house in which 
they were sitting. They saw flames in the 
shape of tongues, which parted over their heads, 
and descended upon each of them. Then it 
was that they received l\ve lloVj OVq^v, Twk^ 
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were endued with the gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
with fortitude and courage to proclaim the 
doctrines of Jesus every where, without fear. 
They began to speak too in foreign languages, 
which they had never learaed. Their under- 
standings were enlightened ; and all that before 
appeared obscure to them in the doctrine of 
Jesus, was now plain and clear. They were 
filled, likewise, with zeal for their holy calling. 

When the unusual noise was heard, many 
people who had come from different countries 
to Jerusalem to the feast, hastened to the spot ; 
and they were all amazed to hear the apostles 
speaking each in their own language. Peter, in 
behalf of the other apostles, immediately ad- 
dressed the assembled multitude. " Men of 
Israel !" said he ; " Jesus of Nazareth, our 
Master, was sent to you by God as the Mes- 
siah, and his mission was proved by the extra- 
ordinary miracles which he wrought. Him have 
ye taken and doomed to death upon the cross ; 
but God hath raised him from the dead. We 
are witnesses of his resurrection ; and he is now 
exalted to divine power and glory in heaven.'* 

This address of the apostle Peter made a dee^ 
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im pW M ion upon the hearts oi many of his 
hearers. They said penitently to Peter and 
lihe other apostles : ** Dear brethren, what shall 
we do ?" " Repent," answered Peter, " believe 
in Jesus and his doctrine, and be baptised, 
«Tery one of you. Ye shall thereby obtain the 
remission of sins, and the giib of the Holy 
Ghost.*' 

Three thousand followed this counsel, adopted 
ihe doctrine of Jesus, and were the same day 
baptised by the apostles and disciples. 

The apostles kept continually adding to the 
number of the converts to the Christian ^th. 
On the first day it was increased to about five 
thousand. 

The first Christians, united by the bond of 
coidial love, lived in the greatest harmony 
together : they had among them but one heart 
and one mind. They estabhsbed a commu- 
nity of goods : they sold their houses and tlieir 
lands, and spontaneously brought the money 
which they received for them to the apostles, 
begging them to apply it to the relief of their 
poorer fellow-Christians. 
As the congregation con\\ti\x^^ \s> mxilti^ly, 
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and the apostles, engaged in preaching the doc- 
trine of Jesus, were thereby prevented from 
superintending the common property, and car- 
ing for the poor, they chose seven upright and 
conscientious men to attend in future to those 
concerns. These were called Deacons. 

Among the deacons Stephen was particularly 
distinguished by piety and wisdom, by holy 
zeal, and by the faculty of working miracles. 
The Scribes could not resist the power of truth 
with which Stephen spake, and they resolved in 
their hatred to destroy him. They hired men, 
who falsely accused him before the council of 
having blasphemed the law of Moses and the 
Temple of God. 

Stephen defended himself in a long and 
cogent address, during which heavenly serenity 
beamed from his eyes. He shewed that he 
neither contemned Moses nor the Temple, 
though tlie law of Moses and the rites of the 
Jewish worship could not last for ever, but 
must in lime be abolished. He asserted that 
God dwelleth not merely in temples made with 
hands, but may be worshipped in every place 
under heaven. He reproached the Scribes, de- 

l2 
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-claring that they were not a whit better than their 
forefathers, who had slain the prophets that fore- 
told the coming of the Messiah. 

The whole assembly was transported with 
rage. Stephen, full of the Holy Ghost, looked 
sted^tly towards heaven, and exclaimed : " I 
see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man 
standing on the right hand of God." 

They then raised loud cries, stopped their ears, 
and ran upon him with one accord, and cast 
him out of the city, and stoned him to death. 
Covered with wounds, he kneeled down and 
prayed ; " Lord Jesus, receive my sparit I Lay 
hot this sin to their charge !" With these words 
he fell asleep in the Lord. A young man, named 
Saul, took charge of the garments of tliose who 
stoned Stephen. 

Stephen was the first person that suffered death 
on account of the doctrine of Jesus. The apostles, 
nevertheless, were incessantly persecuted by 
their enemies, who observed, with indignation, 
that the Christian faith kept spreading further 
tmd further. The rulers of the Jews were so 
incensed at this, that they caused the apostles 
Peter and John to be im^rv^oxv^^, ^\iA would 
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have had them put to death. Gamaliel, a mem* 
ber of the council, opposed this injustice, and 
said : ** If this work of the apostles be of men, 
it will of a certainty come to nought; but if ij be 
of God, ye cannot overthrow it. Beware lest ye 
incur the guilt of resisting God." The council 
ordered the apostles to be beaten, forbade them 
to preach any more, and let them go. The 
apostles, notwithstanding, continued to teach as 
well in the Temple as in houses, and to spread 
the kingdom of God. 

By command of king Herod Agrippa, Peter 
was afterwards again thrown into prison, loaded 
with chains, and strictly guarded. The king in- 
tended, after the Feast of the Passover, to put. 
him to death. The congregation of Christians 
was filled with consternation, and prayer was 
made without ceasing unto God for the deliTer- 
ance of the zealous apostle. 

The night before Peter was to have been put 
to death, he was sleeping, bound in chains, 
between two soldiers, while others kept watch 
before the door of the prison. A bright light 
shone in his dungeon. An angel entered, awoke 
Peter, and bade him arise up quickly. The 
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duuni fell from the hands of the apostle, and 
fhe angel ordered him to gird himself, to bind 
on his sandals, and to cast his garment about 
faun. Peter, not doubting that all this was a 
dream, followed the angel. They passed un- 
obstructed through the first and second ward, 
and came to an iron gate which led unto the 
citjy and which opened of its own accord. 
lliey went out at it; the angel accompanied 
Feter through one street, and then departed 
from him. . 

When Peter had come to himself, he said : 
^ Now I know of a surety that the Lord hath 
tent his angel to deliver me out of the hands of 
Herody and the people of the Jews.*' He went 
immediately to a house, where a great number 
of Christians had assembled to pray ; and they 
were all amazed at his wonderful deliverance. 
He related to them circumstantially, how the 
Lord had by an angel brought him out of prison ; 
and desired them to communicate these things 
to all the other brethren. He then quitted Je- 
rusalem, to avoid the pursuit of his enemies. 
TZiese events happened in the forty-fourth year 
alter the birth of Christ. 
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Iin_PAUL DEFENDS HIMSELF BEFORE 
raSTUS, THE GOVERNOR, AND KINO 
HEROD AGRIPPA. 

Saul^ who, at the stoning of the holy martyr 
Stephen, took care of the clothes of his mur- 
derers, was bom at Tarsus, of Jewish parents, 
and instructed by the Jewish teacher, Gamaliel, 
in the law of Moses. Full of zeal for his religion, 
this ardent young man was a bitter enemy to the 
Christians ; and, furnished with the authority of 
the council, he journeyed from Jerusalem to 
Damascus, to search for Christians in that city, 
and to throw them into prison. 

When he was not far from Damascus, a light 
from heaven suddenly shone round about him, 
and he fell, as if struck by lightning, to the 
earth. At the same time, he heard a voice 
crying : '^ Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me V^ Saul, overwhelmed with fear, asked : 
'' Lord, who art thou V* The voice answered : 
'^ I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest. Arise, 
go into the city, and it shall be told thee what 
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thou must do/' Those who journeyed with 
him stood in speechless amazement, hearing a 
voice, but seeing no man. When Saul arose 
from the earth, though his eyes were opened, 
he could not see : his companions, therefore, led 
him by the hand to Damascus. Three days he 
continued blind, and did neither eat nor drink. 

There was at Damascus a certain disciple, 
called Ananias. Him the Lord commanded in 
a vision to go to Saul, and to put his hand 
upon him. Ananias, in obedience to this com- 
mand, went to Saul, and said to him : '^ Bro- 
ther Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to 
thee on thy way hither, hath sent me to thee, 
that thou mayest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost." At that moment it was 
as if scales fell from the eyes of Saul : he re- 
ceived sight forthwith, and was baptised. Filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and admitted into the 
number of the apostles, he began to preach the 
doctrine of Jesus, and that he was the Son of 
€k)d. He was strengthened more and more by 
the grace of God, and confounded the Jews, 
proving to them that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah, 
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The Jews were so enraged at this, that they 
took counsel to kill him. They lay in wait day 
and night, at the gates of the city, to seize him ; 
but the disciples concealed him, and let him 
down by night over the wall, in a basket. 

As the apostle of the Gentiles, he assumed 
the name of Paul. He journeyed to Athens^ 
Corinth, Ephesus, Antioch, Galatia, Phrygia^ 
and other provinces, propagating the faith in 
Jesus, and performing miracles. Preaching in 
the Temple, after his return to Jerusalem^ the 
people seized, and would have put him to 
death, had he not been rescued from their 
hands by the Roman soldiers. As the Jews 
in Jerusalem were bent on taking his life, the 
chief officer of the troops sent him away at 
night, with a strong escort, to the governor at 
Caesarea. There Paul cleared himself before 
Felix, the governor, from all the charges pre- 
ferred against him ; but he was detained in 
prison upwards of two years. 

Festus, the successor of Felix, caused Paul 
to be brought before him, as fresh accusers 
had come dovni from Jerusalem. In an ener- 
getic speech, Paul refuted all their char^es^ and 
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appealed to die emperor. King Agrippa^ and 
his lister Berenice^ were desirous to see and 
hear the apostle. Before them, also, he vin- 
dicated himself so effectually, that Agrippa and 
Festus said : ** This man hath done nothing 
worthy of bonds or death.'' 

Paul was carried to Rome, and as a pri- 
•oner preached to Jews and Gentiles. He was 
ieleased, went to Asia to preach the Gospel, 
and returned to Rome, where he was beheaded, 
during the reign of the emperor Nero. 



THE END. 
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